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LONDON <Peta)~ His Mayes- 
cy King Hdssem . met Thursday 
with British Tbrcigfi Secretary 

Doo^Bsfttnlasdi&CQSsed with 
him dSOi^ta resolve the Middle 
East protilm^' King H ossein 
stressed tbeneed to continue 
contacts bkaagen Jordan and Bn- . 
tain to findaju&and bonooraWc 
soUrtkm to tiyS Arab-lsracti corv 


The King and Mr. Hard also 
retotiooa. 

resolution as 
denyingltfood 

BAGHD AD(R) —Trade Minis- 
ter Mdhanqhad Mehdi Saleh said 
Friday tljai a U.^- Security 
Conncil resolution allowing 
Baghdad to resume- ofl sates to 
buy essentials would. keep food 




He said in astatemem that U 
Security Council Resolution 706 
rai designed foharmlraq at the 
ifaeeti on crftlnj_UiritedStates. 
Iraq, nnder ti^de sanctions since 
it invadedKuwaifjBSt over a year 
ago, askcdfocw p rlfl bod y t o let it 
sell $I.6 bahon r worth of ofl to 
boy vitaHyj-needed. food and 
- mcdkfees.^The Urated- N ati ons 
approved , tfe, sate but xnly on 
comfitiqn that foe proceeds go 
into' a special acowmtfor it to 
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Azerbaijan declares independence; 
other republics consolidate positions 


Combmed agency despatches 


AZERBAIJAN DECLARED 
independence Friday, becoming 
the eighth Soviet republic to do 
st>i and Russia signed a treaty 
with Kazakhstan, its second bi- 
lateral agreement this week. 

More than half of the 15 repub- 
lics — with about 80 million of 
the Soviet Union's 290 million 
people — have now declared 
independence from a Kremlin 
weakened by last week's botched 
coup. 

The Azerbaijan legislature, 
meeting in the republic's capital 
of Baku, unanimously passed the 
independence measure, accord- 
ing to the independent Turan 
news agency. 

The Baltic States of Latvia, 
Estonia and Lithuania all proc- 
laimed independence last year 
and the Ukraine, Byelorussia, 

Moldavia and Georgia did so 
after the failed bar dime coup. 

Some of the republics declaring 
independence might be doing so to 
gain bargaining power against 
President Mikhail Gorbachev and 


Russian Federation President 
Boris Yeltsin. However, Azerbai- 
jani nationalists have long been 
agitating to unite with the Azer- 
baijani region across the border 
in northern Iran. Iran is vehe- 
mently opposed to the idea. 

Azerbaijan is engaged in a 
bloody ethnic conflict with the 
neighbouring republic of Arme- 
nia over the jurisdiction of 
Nagorno-Karabakh. That moun- 
tainous region inside of Azerbai- 
jan is populated predominantly 
by Armenians. 

A mostly Muslim state which 
borders Iran and h'es between the 
Caucasus mountains and the Cas- 
pian Sea, Azerbaijan has been a 
major oil producing centre for 
years, with large refineries. 

Russia and Kazakhstan, the 
rwo largest Soviet republics, 
agreed Friday to respect their 
existing border and to work to 
prevent the “uncontrolled disin- 
tegration" of the country. 
Kazakhstan stretches over much 
of Central Asia, bordering the 
Caspian Sea and China. 

The agreement was signed in 
the Kazakh capital of Alma-Ata 


by Russian Vice-President Alex- 
ander Rutskoi and Kazakh Presi- 
dent Nursultan Nazarbayev. The 
agreement urges all IS republics, 
regardless of their independence 
ambitions, to negotiate a new 
economic agreement. 

Russia and the Ukraine, the 
second most-populous republic, 
agreed Thursday to form an eco- 
nomic and military alliance and to 
invite other republics to join 
them. 

A Yeltsin aide earlier this week 
set off fears of renewed Russian 
domination by saying that Russia, 
the largest and wealthiest repub- 
lic, reserved the right to renegoti- 
ate its borders with seceding re- 
publics. 

Seeking to allay such fears, Mr. 
Yeltsin said Thursday that his 
republic would be the heart of a 
new system of equal independent 
states that would leave limited 
power for Mr. Gorbachev. 

Fears of Russian expansionism 
triggered demonstrations on 
Thursday in several cities in Rus- 
sia's southern neighbour — 
Kazakhstan; and legislators in 
Byelorussia, Russia’s western 


P ankin says Bessmertnykh 
ordered him to back coup 


MOSCOW (AP) — New Foreign 
Minister Boris D. Pankin re- 
vealed Friday that while still 
ambassador to Czechoslovakia be 
was ordered by his predecessor, 
Alexander Bessmertnykh, to 
•back the coup against Mikhail 
Gorbachev. 

- Mr Pankin sod in a Soviet 
television interview broadcast 
Friday that he received in Prague : 
at leak one document signed by 
Mr. Bessmertnykh ordering him 
to obey the eight-man committee 
that led the coup. 

Other orders were signed by 
Deputy Foreign Minister Ynfi 
Kvitsinsky, he said. 

.. Then on the day the three-day 
coop collapsed, “we started get- 
ting documents — instructions — 
telling us to obey completely 
different documents and to act in 
an absolutely opposite way,” Mr. 
Pankin said, adding the new 
orders were signed by Mr. Kvit- 
sinsky. 

. Mr. Bessmertnykh has insisted 
be (fid not follow orderes of coup 
leaders and spent the three days 
at his office working “for the 
good -and in the defence of] 
national interests of our coun- 


But Mr. Gorbachev, who has 
stressed loyalty in appointing a 
new cabinet of ministers, fired 
Mr. Bessmertnykh for remaining 
silent until the end of the putsch, 
and replaced him with the Kttle- 
known Pankin. 

Mr. Pankin was appointed 
Wednesday, apparently in large 
part because he was the only 
Soviet envoy to condemn the 
coup against President Gor- 
bachev as it unfolded. 

In statements Thursday, Mr. 
Pankin said his goal is to steer the 
country “into the world of civi- 
lized ' states," the same aim pur- 
sued during the five-year tenure 
of Eduard Shevardnadze, who 
quit in December warning of 
impending dictatorship. Mr. 
Bessmertnykh was bis replace- 
ment. 

Diplomats in Moscow pre- 
dicted the central government 
will be forced to give the emerg- 
ing republics some of its initiative 
in shaping Soviet" foreign policy, 
diminishing Mr. Pankin's role. 

One Western diplomat sug- 
gested Mr. Pankin could be an 
interim appointment as Mr. 



Boris Pankin 

Gorbachev. Mr. Yeltsin and 
other Soviet leaders struggle to 
redefine the Soviet political struc- 
ture. 

Any shift in Soviet foreign poli- 
cy could become apparent on 
Sunday, when British Prime 
Minister John Major becomes the 
first Western government leader 
to visit Moscow since the coup. 
Mr. Major also plans talks with 
Russian Federation President 
Boris N. Yeltsin. 

(GwtiMKd m page 5) 


Iraq denounces Kuwaiti charges 
of infiltration on Bubiyan Island 




UNITED NATIONS (Agencies) 
— Iraq Friday denounced 
Kuwait’s allegations of Iraqi infil- 
tration on Bubiyan Island as fab- 
rication’ and said Kuwait was 

trying to perpetuate the economic 
blockade against the Baghdad 
government. 

In a letter to the Security 
Council, Ambassador Sabah 
Talat Kadrat called Kuwait's 
allegation “without any founda- 
tion.” 

Mr. Kadrat said Kuwait's 
allegations are “malicious expe- 
dients intended to perpetuate the 
blockade of Iraq, to secure a 
stranglehold on its people and to 
create confusion as to Iraq's full 
compliance with the resolutions 
of the Security Council." He said 
Iraq is complying with all Security 
Council reso lutions. 

Kuwait has called on the Secur- 
ity Council to take unspecified 
action to prevent “further viola- 
tions” of the Gulf war ceasefire. 
On Thursday, Secretary-General 
Javier Perez de Cuellar called the 



Iraq also accused Kuwait of 
falsely accusing it of involvement 
in the incident to justify the long- 
term presence of U.S. forces in 
the emirate. 

Iraq suggested that infiltrators 
from Iran had landed on the 
Kuwaiti island, which dominates' 
Iraq’s only outlet to the Gulf. 

“Kuwait’s ruling A1 Sabah 
family is fanning the rumour of 
Iraq’s armed attack on Bubiyan 
to put Kuwait under Washing- 
ton’s trusteeship and keep Amer- 
ican forces in the region to safe- 
guard the falsity's interests,” the 
Iraqi News Agency (INA) quoted 
the Defence Ministry newspaper 
A1 Qadisayah' as saying. 

Wednesday’s clash was de- 
scribed by Britain as the most 
serious violation so far of the 
Gulf war ceasefire and the State 
Department in Washington said it 
was concerned by die reports. 
Egypt and some Gulf states de- 
nounced the incident. 

Western security sources in 
Kuwait told Reuters the dash 
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■ serious.” U.N. military observers 
were investiga t i n g. 

Kuwait told the Security Coun- 
cil that Wednesday 80 to 100 Iraqi 
soldiers disguised as civilians 
UuuM on the Island of Bubiyan, 
strategically located in the Gulf. 

Kuwait says that Iraqi attackers 
used heavy weapons in attacking 
’the and were supported by 
r rinfo reenwats by military boats 
from the Fab. Peninsula. Kuwait 
says its forces sank seven Iraqi 
. boats and took 43 prisoners in t» 


stopped five boats and found that 
they were carrying ammunition 
froth the island left over from the 
Gulf war. 

They said gunboats and speed- 
boats attempted to cover, the 
fishing vessels' retreat but the 
Kuwaiti air force engaged foe 
gesboq^ and at least one was 
sunk. 

A1 Ottfisayah repeated denials 
of Iraqi revolvement, saying there 
were no Iraqi forces in the area.' 

A United Nations team visited 
the island Thursday to investigate 


the Kuwaiti complaint. 

In Kuwait, a spokesman for 
UNKOM — the United Nations 
Iraq-Kuwait Observer Mission — 
told Reuters the team would re- 
port to U.N. headquarters in 
New York. 

UNTKOM patrols the demilita- 
rised zone along the Kuwait-Iraq 
border but has no observation 
posts on Bubiyan, long claimed 
by Baghdad. 

Kuwait, trying to fill the 
vacuum caused by the withdrawal 
of Western forces from the emi- 
rate, has appealed to Britain and 
the Urated States to establish 
military bases there. 

The United States, which led a 
multinational coalition to victory 
over Iraq's occ up ati o n armies in 
Kuwait at the end of February, 
said Tuesday that U.S. forces 
would remain in the emirate for a 
few months beyond a Sept. 1 
deadline for their withdrawal. 

The U.S. Defence Department 
said the sire of the force would be 
cut to 1,500 troops from 3,700 


no plans to establish any perma- 
nent ground military presence in 
the region. 

Kuwait’s main Gulf allies. 
Sanrii Arabia and the United 
Arab emirates, have called for 
firm action by the 22-member 
Arab League and the internation- 
al community to p r ev e nt “further 
mjfitary actions” by the Iraqis. 

A Saadi government spokes- 
man said in a statement issued 
late Thursday that the Iraqi move 




border, expressed similar concern 
Friday, TASS reported. 

“I want to state firmly that the 
collapse of the centre is not tanta- 
mount to a collapse of the coun- 
try, let alone Russia." Mr. Yelt- 
sin said Thursday in an address 
broadcast on Radio Rossi ya, con- 
trolled by bis government. 

After a secret flight from Mos- 
cow, Mr. Yeltsin was in the Bal- 
tics on Friday to discuss inde- 
pendence issues with the break- 
away republics, his spokesman 
said. 

The spokesman said the Rus- 
sian leader was travelling through 
Lativa, Lithuania and Estonia. 

He declined to give Mr. Yelt- 
sin’s exact whereabouts, but said 
he had gone to the Baltics on an 
unannounced flight Thursday. 

In Lativa, Member of Parlia- 
ment Janis Krumins said Mr. 
Yeltsin had flown to Riga Thurs- 
day and later held talks with 
President Anatoiijs Gorbunovs 
and Prime Minister Ivars God- 


(Cautinoed on page 5) 


Bush and 
Major end 
talks on 
Soviet 
turmoil 

KENNEBUNKPORT, Maine 
(R) — U.S. President George 
Bush and British Prime Minister 
John Major Friday wrapped up 
two days of talks about Western 
strategy towards the turmoil in 
the Soviet Union. 

“We’ve done an awful lot of 
business here,” said Mr. Bush as 
he bade farewell to the British 
leader. “I think the consultations 
we’ve had on the Soviet Union... 
have been fruitful from foe Un- 
ited States' standpoint.” 

The prime minister, who flies 
to Moscow Sunday for talks with 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev and Russian President 
Boris Yeltsin, praised Mr. Bush 
for his leadership of the West. 

“It is the sort of year you see 
very rarely indeed," Mr. Major 
told the president, referring to 
foe U.S.-led victory over Iraq in 
the Gulf war as well as the radical 
change in the Soviet Union after 
the failure of a right-wing coup. 

“I think with the leadership 
that you’ve given in the West, 
we’ve been in safe hands,” he 
added. 

Mr. Major and his family were 
.guests of the president at his 
seaside holiday home, but what 
was to have been a social visit 
became a policy meeting as a 
result of the Soviet upheaval. 

Mr. Bush and Mr. Major told 
reporters Thursday they agreed 
the West's priorities in helping 
the Soviet Union through its 
transformation from Communist 
rule should be food aid and tech- 
nical economic assistance — 
essentially the plan adopted at' 
July’s London economic summit. 

Before leaving Walker's Point, 
the president's estate, Mr. Major 

(CnwtiMWd from page 2) 


Iraq to reopen holy Shiite shrines 

BAGHDAD (R) — Holy shrines in the southern Iraqi dries of Karbsia 
and Najaf, badly damaged during a Shiite rebellion in March, will reopen 
to tbe public Sunday and Monday, the Iraqi News Agency (INA) said 
Friday, Tbe shrines to Aii, cousin and son-in-law of the Prophet 
Mohammad, in Najaf, and Ali's sons. Abbas and Hussein, in Karbala, are 
among tbe most sacred pilgrimage destinations for Shiites, a majority in 
Iraq. Tbe agency said large religious ceremony would be held in Karbala 
to mark tbe reopening of the mosques there Sunday. The shrine to AH 
would be reopened Monday. The two vast mosques in Karbala, about 200 
metres apart, came under heavy shelling when the last of thousands oi 
rebels rook shelter there as the army crushed the rebellion. The land 
immediately around them has been cleared but all the houses in ;he area 
are in ruins from the heavy fighting. Abbas's shrine appeared to be dose 
to full restoration when visited by reporters Wednesday. Workmen were 
still repairing shell holes in the gold-leafed dome and one of the main gates 
was dad in scaffolding. The shrine to Hussein was more badly damaged 
and even the lomb was struck by bullets. Work was less advanced with 
mountains of bricks piled outside the entrances. 


Price: Jordan 100 fils; Saudi Arabia 1.50 riyals; UAE 1.50 dirhams 



Jordan assails Israeli plans 
to expand Jewish settlements 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Jordan said 
Friday that Israeli plans to reset- 
tle tens of thousands of Jews in 
die occupied West Bank would 
undermine Middle East peace 
plans. 

Foreign Minister Abdullah En- 
sour told the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra, that the plans, 
announced by Israeli Housing 
Minister Ariel Sharon, wonld 
change foe demographic balance 
of foe West Bank, making a 
peace settlement based on U.N. 
resolutions impossible. 

Mr. Sharon told Israel's parlia- 
ment last week that be wanted to 
ensure there were a million Jews 
in the Jerusalem area by connect- 
ing the Holy Gty with the largest 
West Bank settlement. 

“Israel’s plans to settle one 
million Jews in Arab Jerusalem 
and to link the Holy Gty with 
Israeli settlements in the occu- 
pied West Bank expose Israel's 
real intentions vis-a-vis efforts to 
achieve peace in the region," Dr. 
Ensour said. 

“These plans, which are 
adopted and approved by the 
Israeli government, constitute a 
flagrant and dangerous violation 
of international law and a total 
disregard of international legi- 


timacy and the world commun- 
ity's drive to resolve foe Middle 
East problem," Dr. Ensour said. 

Tbe minister called on coun- 
tries of the world and internation- 
al organisations to confront 
Israel's expansionist plans, 
“which, aim at nipping in foe bud 
tbe peace efforts, which, for tbe 
first time, now seem to be very 
serious towards ending for good 
the Arab- Israeli conflict." 

“Should these Israeli plans be 
implemented," said tbe munster, 
“aspired-for peace would be out 
of reach because of the new' 
realities that wonld be created on 
foe ground. 

Dr. Ensour made foe state- 
ment one day after returning to 
Amman after accompanying His 
Majesty King Hussein on a visit 
to Austria which ended Wednes- 
day. 

The minister said that foe two 
sides reviewed the situation in the 
Middle East region and the 
ongoing peace efforts. 

Tbe foreign minister also said 
that the Jordanian and Austrian 
sides reviewed tbe consequences 
of tbe Gulf conflict and its impact 
on Jordan, which has received a 
flood of refugees. 


In addition, the minister noted, 
Jordan and Austria discussed 
means to promote bilateral rela- 
tions. 

Jordan conveyed to the Au- 
strian government its deep appre- 
ciation of its *'elp to the Kingdom 
during the Gulf crisis and particu- 
larly the facilities it offered to 
house Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
planes during that crisis. 

Israel meanwhile reacted angri- 
ly to Egyptian criticism of Shar- 
on’s plan. 

“We are very sorry about this 
attack. It does not contrituf: ;r. 
the atmosphere of peace... 7/e 
don’t think settlements are &c 
obstacle to promoting the pesce 
process,” Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir's bureau chief Yes* 
Ahimeir said. 

"The Arab Republic of Egypt 
sees that it is time for the Israeli 
government to... curb Israel; cir- 
cles whose positions show they 
are deliberately hindering the 
peace process...,” a spokesman 
for the Egyptian Foreign ministry 
said Thursday. 

The United States, which is 
trying to arrange peace talks be- 
tween Israel and its Arab neigh- 
bours, has said repeatedly that 
settlements hinder peace efforts. 


Sudanese rebels report they 
have replaced leader Garau: 


NAIROBI (R) — Sudanese re- 
bels said Friday they had deposed 
their leader John Garang after 
accusing him of waging a “region 
of tenror.” 

“He oppressed, humiliated and 
degraded the people and turned a 
popular struggle into war- fordism 
and a region of terror," a state- 
ment from the Sudan People’s 
Liberation Army (SPLA) said. 

The statement, released in 
Nairobi, carried the signatures of 
three members of tbe SPLA high 
command. 

There was no independent con- 
firmation on the removal of Col-, 
one! Garang, who from its incep- 
tion in 1983 led the SPLA in 
.fighting what the rebels saw as 
domination by tbe north over the 
sooth. 

The statement said immediate 


steps would be taken to hold a 
convention to reorganise the 
SPLA and elect a new leadership. 

The statement promised the 
release of a large number of 
people detained by Col. Garang, 
a commitment to the eight-year 
civil war. t 

The three-page document was 
signed by SPLA commanders 
Riek Mashar Teny-Dhurgon, 
Lam Akol and Gordon Koang 
Choi. Dated Aug. 28. it had 
apparently been written in rebel- 
held southern Sudan. 

SPLA guerrillas were expelled 
from bases in Ethiopia after the 
overthrow of dictator Mengistu 
Haile Mariam in May and diplo- 
mats said foe loss of support from 
Addis Ababa threw the SPLA 
into turmoil and damaged the. 


morale of its supporters. 

“The movement is split. Events 
in Ethiopia have deepened rifts 
between those who want a secular 
Sudan and those who see an 
independent southern Sudan as 
foe ouiy response to what's hap- 
pening in the north." said one 
Western envoy. 

Col. Garang's apparent remov- 
al coincides with an Organisation 
of African Unity (OAU) peace 
initiative to bring foe SPLA and 
foe Khartoum government 
together for peace talks within 1 
the next few weeks. 

Diplomats in Khartoum said 
foe government was taking 
advantage of the SPLA’s disarray 
by offering money to rebel defec- 
tors. Many of them were 
apparently driven to abandon the 
SPLA by hunger. 


Germany, allies to renegotiate troop agreements 


BONN (AP) — Germany wants a 
greater say in foe actions of U.S., 
British and other North Atlantic 
Treaty Organisation (NATO) 
troops cm its sod and has called a 
special meeting to renegotiate 
decades-old NATO military 
pacts, the foreign ministry said 
Friday. 

The talks, set for Sept. 5-6 in 
Bonn, comes as Germany begins 
to exert more international influ- 
ence than at any time since the 
ead of Work! War H. 

About 372,000 foreign NATO 
troops — r most of them American 
— were stationed in western Ger- 
many at the start of the year. 
Their numbers are being reduced 
as NATO natfons cut back on 
‘their defence budgets. 

: France, Britain, the Nether- 
£wfe,Jtelghmi and Canada also 
have troops on German soil and 


iwiD participate in the negotia- 
tions, foe ministry said. 

In Washington, U.S. Defence 
Department spokesman Ken Sat- 
terfield said this will be a review 
of the status of forces agreement 
that governs the activities (such 
as low-level flying, troop-' man- 
oeuveis) of the foreign forces in 
Germany. 

The talks will not involve the 
Soviet Union, which has about 
270,000 troops in former East 
Germany that are to be with- 
drawn by 1994 under bilateral 
treaties. 

A Foreign Mnristry spokesman 
said foe trap-stationing agree- 
ments need to be “reexamined in 
view of foe attainment of German 
Unity and of (Germany's) fuB 
sovereignty. 1 ” 

He said it wiD not be a “one- 
time negotiation. Long-term 


negotiations are completely 


The talks wiD examine Bonn’s 
“voice in foe movement and ac- 
tions of troops in Germany — 
low-level flights, maneouvers, 
and so forth,” he said. 

“In view of foe negotiations,. 
Fd rather not go into details,” he 
added. 

For more than four decades 
NATO tanks have rumbled 
across German farmland and its 
airplanes across German sides, at 
times testing the patience of the 
populace. 

Conditions for the stationing of 
the NATO troops are set out in 
i^ree meats that went into effect 

in the hast 1950s. Those agree- 
ments pot an end to Germany's' 
status as an occupied country. 

Tbe U.S. embassy in Bonn said 


-in a statement about- the upcom- 
ing talks; “Prior to German uni- 
fication last year, Germany ai:c 
tbe six nations which have forces 
stationed in Germany noted that 
any party" to foe accords “have 
foe right to request a review.” 

Tbe statement added, “Ger- 
many has made such a request” 
and the meeting has been set. 

U.S. officials would not elabo- 
rate. 

Germany took a relatively low 
international profile after unity 
last Oct. 3, at least partly because 
of international criticism of its 
refusal to send troops to the Gulf 
during the Iraq-Kuwait crisis. 

In the past couple of weeks, 
however, the German govern- 
ment has been exerting more 
-influence in relations with the 
Soviet Union, in foe Yugoslav 
crisis, and other areas. 




















Aoun begins exile in 
France after secret journey 


U.N. envoy holds hostage talks in Iran 


MARSEILLE, France (AP) — 
Renegade Lebanese General 
Michel Aoun began the life of an 
exile Friday in a heavily gnarrtori 
sea-fr ont villa fbflo wing a journey 
from Beirut elaborately camouf- 
laged to protect him. 

Gen. Aoun, 55, rode through 
the gates of the sumptuous Gaby^- 
Deslys villa in a police-escorted 
motorcade to be reunited with his 
wife and three daughters Friday 
morning, witnesses said. 

The arrival concluded two days 
of reports that he had variously 
left Beirut in an inflatable raft, a 
submarine, a French navy 
warship and an executive jet. 

Gen. Aoun’s odyssey from the 
French embassy in Beirut to tbe 
Mediterranean villa was orga- 
nised by French intelligence with 
what appeared to be a heavy dose 
of disinformation. 

“Due to security considera- 
tions, a certain discretion was put 
into effect” for Gen. Aoun’s de- 
parture, a foreign ministry 
spokesman said Friday. 

Even when confirming that 
Gen. Aoun had safely arrived in 
France, the spokesman refused to 
say where he was or would settle. 

Gen. Aoun was accompanied 
by Issam Abu Jamra, and a body- 
guard, French authorities con- 
firmed. 

Reporters and photographers 
had staked out tbe villa, located 
about 100 metres from the U.S. 
embassy, since Thursday even- 
ing, when Gen. Aoun’s family 
arrived. 

Gen. Aoun made no public 
statement and was not seen after 
the gates to the villa dosed be- 
hind his motorcade. 

The general and his aides^ 
sought shelter in the embassy 
Oct. 13 after Lebanese President 


Elias Hrawi’s troops, backed by 
tbe Syrian army, smashed Gen. 
Aoun's 11-month mutiny in the 
Christian heartland north and 
northest of Beirut. 

They received political asylum, 
but Mri Hrawi’s government re- 
fused to let them leave Lebanon, 
demanding Gen. Aoun be turned 
over to face charges of stealing up 
to $125 million of state funds. 

France refused. Months of 
negotiations resulted in Mr. Hra- 
wi’s government signing a general 
amnesty Monday for dvfl war 
crimes, allowing the president to 
decree a special pardon for Gen. 
Aoun. 

It stipulates that Gen. Aoun 
and his aides stay abroad for at 
least five years without getting 
involved in political activity 
against the Lebanese govern- 
ment If they violate the accord, 
they lose their immunity and can 
be prosecuted by Lebanese au- 
thorities. 

Word circulated Wednesday 
that Gen. Aoun would leave 
Lebanon in an executive jet that 
brought three French officials to 
Beirut to negotiate final details of 
his departure. 

But journalists staking out the 
embassy before dawn Thursday 
saw four convoys of nearly iden- 
tical armour-plated limousines 
escorted by armoured personnel 
carriers speed out tbe rear gate in 
different directions. 

Two headed to the airport, and 
two more sped towards the docks 
at Dbaye. Lebanese officials said 
later that three of the convoys 
were decoys. One carried Gen. 
Aoun and his assistants to the 
docks, they said. 

Reports conflicted from then 
on. The Lebanese officials stated 
that Gen. Aoun had left aboard a 


French warship for Lamaca, Cyp- 
rus, where an executive jet would 
fly them' to France. 

But French newspapers Friday 
cited Lebanese security sources 
as saying that Gen. Aoun and 
aides left in an inflatable raft 
guarded by frogmen, and were 
taken aborad a submarine for the 
trip to Cyprus. 

Da Cyprus, a hide-and-seek 
game ensued with the preach 
Falcon jet that took off from 
Beirut airport and flew to Larna- 
ca early Thursday afternoon. 

Reporters watched tbe jet for 
eight hours as it sat on tbe tar- 
mac. It was refuelled and took off 
about Thursday evening. No ok 
was seen boarding it and airport 
sources said tbey did not believe 
Gen. Aoun was aboard. 

Rumours meanwhile circulated 
Thursday afternoon that Gen. 
Aoun had somehow arrived in 
France in a different way. Tight- 
lipped foreign ministry officials 
refused to confirm or deny any of 
them. 

Almost 24 hours after the 
motorcades left the French 
embassy in Beirut, tbe foreign 
ministry in Paris put out its first 
official word on Gen. Aoun: That 
be was en route to France. 

Back in Cyprus, gov ernm ent 
spokesman Airis Fantis said Gen. 
Aoun arrived from Lebanon at 
Lamaca shortly before sunrise at 
6 a.m. Cypriot time (0300 GMT), 
about an hour before Paris issued 
its communique. 

Geo. Aoun was driven directly 
to the adjacent air port and left 
for France aboard a special 
French Falcon jet, Mr. Fantis 
said. He gave no other details. 

The end of Gen. Aoun’s pre- 
sence in tbe embassy marked an 


Mkhd Aoun 

immediate upswing in Franco- 
Lebanese relations. 

A foreign ministry 
que said that Mr. Hrawi had 
invited Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas to visit Lebanon in the 
near future, and that Mr. Dumas 
had accepted. 

Gen. Aoun’s mutiny at the 
bead of 20,000 Christian troops 
marked ok of tbe bloodiest 
periods erf the 16*year Lebanese 
civil war, induding shelling duels 
in Beirut that left nearly 1,000 
civilians killed and over 2,700 
wounded. 

Gen. Aoun, a former comman- 
der of the Lebanese army, rebel- 
led against the Nov. 24, 1989, 
election of Mr. Hrawi by a ses- 
sion of the Lebanese parbamenL 

He dttitfwd that the election 
was prejudiced by Syrian influ- 
ence. Syria maintains 40,000 
troops in Lebanon under a 1976 
Arab League mandate to end the 
country’s dvfl war. 


Ozal party primes economy 
with cash ahead of polls 


Afghan rebels ready for 
negotiations with Soviets 


ANKARA (R) — Turkey's rul- 
ing Motherland Party is pouring 
cash into the economy and 
wooing pop stars to improve its 
chances in a general election set 
for Oct. 20. 

Since Prime Minister Mesut 
Yflmaz took over the Motherland 
leadership in June, the govern- 
ment has given generous pay rises 
to state employees and raised 
prices paid to farmers. 

Hus week it raised allowances 
paid to tiie security forces, prom-' 
ised free textbooks to some 
school children, increased stu- 
dent giants and waived some 
hospital charges. 

Exporters have won new incen- 
tives. Several price and tax in- 
creases have been postponed un- 
til next year. 

“From now on economic poli- 
cies mil be influenced by the 
government’s programme to win 
the elections and h'ttie else,” one 
Turkish banker commented. 

Bankers say they expect in- 
terest rates to rise as tbe treasury 
draws on domestic borrowing to 
fond the extra spending, likely to 
send annual inflation over 70 per 
cent by year-end. 

Motherland has 275 seats in tbe 
450-seat parliament but seems 
unlikely to repeat its 1987 elec- 
tion success when it was led by 
then-Prime Minister Turgut Ozal, 
now president. 

Inflation and gaping budget 
deficits have dented the party’s 
economic achievements, while 
Mr. Ozal has fuelled resentment 
by era rasing power from the 
supposedly impartial presidency. 

Mr. Yilmaz has shown some 
independence from Mr. Ozal and 
lately incurred his wrath for 
gloomily suggesting that Mother- 
land might be willing to enter a 
coalition if it fails to win at the 
polls. 

Top challengers are the con- 
servative True Path Party (DYP) 
of former Prime Minister Suley- 


Torgut Ozal 

man Demirel and the Soda! 
Democrat Populist Party (SHP) 
led by Erdal Inonu, a physics 
professor whose father was a hero 
of Turkey’s independence war. 

Both opposition party leaders 
are sworn enemies of Mr. Ozal, 
which may complicate Mother- 
land’s chances of sharing power. 

The party has hired a French 
public relations firm to help pro- 
ject an image of Mr. Yilmaz as 
youthful, liberal and dynamic. 

Motherland has persuaded pop 
idol Ibrahim Tatlises, who is erf 
Kurdish origin, to run for elec- 
tion, probably in his native San- 
liurfa in the troubled. Kurdish- 
populated southeast. 

But votes in a region torn by a 
bloody, seven-year-old struggle 
between Turkish forces and 
separatist Kurdish guerrillas seem 
unlikely to go to any of the main 
parties. 

The supreme electoral board 
this week upheld a decision to bar 
mie of tbe strongest parties in tbe 
area, the People's Labour Party 
(HEP), for faffing to meet elec- 
toral rules. 

Leaders of tbe HEP, founded 
by Kurdish deputies expelled 
from the SHP, say the decision 
could further radicalise Kurds 
who already feel alienated from 
the central government. 


NICOSIA (R) — Afghan guerril- 
las figjffing the Soviet-backed 
Kabul gov ernm ent say they are 
ready for talks with Moscow. 

They hope the collapse of a 
coup by Soviet hardhners will 
speed up the search for peace in 
Afghanistan after 12 years of civil 
war. 

A statement issued Thursday at 
the end of two days of talks 
between Iranian and Pakistani 
officials and Afghan rebel leaders 
in Tehran, backed U.N. propos- 
als for a ceasefire and an interim 
government to hold elections in 

. Af ghanist an 

“The statement also declared 
the Mnjahedeen’s readiness to 
enter Into ’baric negotiations' 
with Moscow, hoping that recent 
developments in the Soviet Un- 
ion would facilitate a quick solu- 
tion to die 12-year (rid Afghan 
issue,” the Iranian news agency 
IRNA said. 

“The biggest success of the 
recent events in the Soviet Union 
is the dismissal of those involved 
in die Soviet army's invasion of 
Afghanistan,” DINA quoted 
Burhannddin Rabbani, a 
Pakistan-based Mujahedeen 
leader, as saying. 

Tehran Radio said Iranian 
Foreign Minister Ali Akbar 
Velayati discussed die results of 
die meeting later Thursday with 
U.N. Secretary-General Javier 
Perez de Cuellar’s rep rese n tative 
on Afghanistan, Giandomenico 
Picco. 

In Kabul, Afghan President 
NajibuUah said be expected Mos- 
cow to maintain vital s up pl ie s of 
food and weapons despite die 
purge of hardliners after last 
week’s foiled coup against Presi- 
dent Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Mr. Gorbachev ended the 
Soviet army’s 10-year interven- 
tion in Afghanistan in 1969, but 
the Mujahedeen, divided on reli- 


NICOSIA (R) — Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati dis- 
cussed efforts- for die release of 
Middle East hostages with an 
aide of U.N. Secretary-General 
-Javier Perez de Cuellar, Tehran 
Radio said Friday. 

Mr. Velayati told Giandomeni- 
co Picco in Tehran Thursday that 
Iranian hostages missing in Leba- 
non since 1982 most be released 
and demanded sofid information 
about them, the radio said. 

“He also said that innocent 
Muslims imprisoned by Israel 
should be freed so that the hos- 
tage release process could con- 
tinue,” it added. 

Tehran has pressed tins line 
since pro-Iranian groups released 
two Western hostages — Briton 
John McCarthy and American 
Edward Tracy — in Lebanon 
earlier tins month and asked Mr. 
.Perez de Cuellar to arrange what 
they called a global hostage swap. 

Mr. Perez de Cuellar left 
Geneva after three days of meet- 
ings about the hostages, saying he 
did not know if captives would be 
freed before his scheduled vest to 
Tehran on Sept. 10. 

In Geneva, Mr. Picco briefed 


the U.N. chief on his visit last 
week to IsraeL 

-The Jewish state has ruled out 
a deal on nearly 400 Arab prison- 
ers seized from Lebanon until it 
receives concrete information ab- 
out seven of its servicemen trus- 
sing there. 

Israel's chief hostage nego- 
tiator Uri Lubram said last Thurs- 
day that Israel had firm evidence 
that one of tbe seven, Ron Arad, 
was alive and being held by Ira- 
nians. 

But Iran’s U.N. Ambassador 
Kamol Khar raza said after talks 
with Mr. Perez -de Cuellar in 
Geneva Tuesday that the ques- 
tion .of the missing Israelis was 
strictly between tbe Jewish state 
and tbeir Lebanese captors. 

“The only thing that we can do 
to help the secretary-general is to 
encourage the Lebanese group to 
be more flexible and to release 
rbe hostages,” Mr. Kharrazi said. 

Five Americans, two Britons, 
two Germans and an Italian are 
missing and believed held by pro- 
Iranian groups in Lebanon. 

Tbe four missing Iranians, in- 
cluding Chare d’ Affaires Mohsen 
Moosavi, were last seen at a 


mflitfe checkpoint north of Beirut 
in July 1982. 

Tehran says they are alive. 
Diplomats and sccurky sources in 
Beirut say they were killed short- 
ly after they were seized by tbe 
Lebanese Ftaces militia. 

Tehran Radio said Mr. Picco 
also discussed implementation of 
Security Council resolution 598 
for a final -settlement of the 1980- 
88 Ihut-Iraq war and a U.N. 
proposal to end Afghanistan’s 12- 
ycar dvil war. 

Iran says Mr. Perez de Cuel- 
lar’S visit," his third to’ Tehran 
since 1985, would centre on Iran- 
Iraq issues. 

Iranian officials have resur- 
rected tbe issue of the missing 
Iranians in recent weeks. 

But it is not dear if word about 
their fete is a precondition for the 
release of the hostages, or 
whether it is amply designed to 
placate hardline opponents of 
President Hashemi Rafsanjani, 
leader of Iran's so-called prag- 
matists. 

Anti-Western radicals in 
Tehran charge that Mr. Rafcan- 
jani, who is seeking- to end the 
hostage crisis and improve rela- 


tions with the West, has helped 
free Western captives but got 
nothing in return. 

Mr. Rafsanjani, whose main 
priority is to revive Iran’s ailing 
economy, considers the hostages 
arc an impediment to better ties 
with tbe West and block badly 
needed industrial investment and 
technology. 

I ranian offidals have SSN DO 
Western hostages are expected to 

be freed unless the kidnappers’ 
ffiam (Wwiand — the release of 
Arabs and Shiite Muslim deric 
Sheikh Abdul Karim Obdd— fe 
met j 

Hizboflah leader Sheikh Abba- 
si Mnsavji said in Tehran Thurs- 
day that “the hostages issue 
would come to its end once and 
for all’’ if Israel released its Arab 
prisoners. 

Hizboflah has said it bolds two 
erf tbe Israelis, but has refused to 
provide further information until 
some of the Arab prisoners are 
freed. 

Amal, Hizboflah ’s ideological 
rival in Lebanon, has said it had 
the bodies of two Israeli soldiers, 
but has refused to provide veri- 
fication. 


Israeli army chief seeks to salvage funds 


gious, tribal and ideological Hoes, 
failed to topple Mr. Najibullah. 

The Tehran meetings was 
boycotted by three of the seven 
Mujahedeen groups based in 
Faltistan, but leaders of an Iran- 
based party attended. 

Iran's Velayati and Pakistan’s 
Foreign Affairs Secretary- 
Gcneral Akram Zaki repre sented 
tbe two countries which have 
given sanctuary to five milli on 
Afghan refugees. 


Rebel leader as s a s s in a te d 


An Afghan rebel leader was ti- 
led by a gunman Friday after 
bang driven from his stronghold 
by rival guerrillas and forced to 
fee to Pakistan last week. 

Maulvi Jamihir Rehman was 
shot by a gunman at his bead 1 
quarters in tiie Pakistani town of 
Bajaur, just over the Afghan 
border, an official of his Jamaat-i- 
Dawa group said. 

The gunman was then shot and 
tilled by Mr. Rehmans's follow- 
ers. 

Tbe gruop had lost last week’s 
battle for the eastern Afghan 
province of Kunar to the radical. 
Hezb-i-Islami guerrillas of Gul- 
buddin Hekmatyar. 

Hezb captured the Kunar 
capital Asadabad last Monday 
after three days of fighting in 
which scores of people were kil- 
led. Mr. Rehman was unpopular 
with most guerrilla groups be- 
cause he followed Islam’s Wahabi 
sect which is dominant in Saudi 
Arabia. 

He fell out with Mr. Hekmaty- 
ar when they backed different 
sides in the Gulf war. Relations 
beg en e ra t e d into open war for 
the province bordering Pakistan. 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Ehud 
Barak’s military “exploits” have 
included dressing up a& a woman 
to till Palestinian guerrilla lead- 
ers, and as an aircraft: mehanic to 
storm a hijacked airliner. 

Now, as military chief of staff, 
the Beutenant general faces what 
could be his toughest battle yet: 
To squeeze funds for the army 
out of a finance ministry preoccu- 
pied with an avalanche of Soviet 
immigrants. 

Tbe m i ni str y , which presents 
Israel’s 1992 budget to the 
cabinet next week, wants to cut 
one bOKon' shekels, or $ 430 
million, in army spending. It 
threatens to increme taxes ff the 
cut is not ap proved. 

Gen. Barak wants an extra one 
fatflion shekels a year for a five- 
year period to meet “not our fun 
needs, not even reasonable 
needs, but minimal needs ... so 
that you, citizens of Israel, will be 
able to sleep quietly.” 

However, the public perceives 


no immediate war threat. Gem. 
Barak maintains that is precisely 
why now is the time to prepare 
for the future. 

Finance Minister Yitzhak Mod- 
ai disagrees. 

“The army hi asking for the 
maximum security for a forecast 
of tiie maximum danger, more 
simply, a belt and suspenders.” ' 

The battle heated up Wednes- 
day when Israel TV gave Gen. 
Barak 30 minutes to air his argu- 
ments, despite the government’s 
pleas to tone down the debate. 
Mr. Modai retaliated Thursday 
by calling in a string of reporters 
and editors to hear his ride. 

Gen. Barak, 49, took office in 
April basking in approval. He 
was remembered as a brilliant, 
unorthodox fighter. 

In 1972 bis squad stormed a 
hijacked Sabeoa airiiner near Tel 
Aviv, rescuing 97 hostages. A 
year later came the bloody, auda- 
cious raid on Palestinian guerrilla 
leaders in Beirut 


Kuwait will allow Egyptians 
back to wind up their affairs 


CAIRO (R) — Kuwait win grant 
Egyptians . who worked in the 
emirate before it was invaded 
temporary visas to collect back- 
pay and wind up their affairs, a 
Kuwaiti embassy official said Fri- 
day. 

“The details are under study, 
but Kuwait has agreed in princi- 
ple,” SaJah Mohammad A1 Boar 
jan, consul at the Kuwaiti embas- 
sy in Cairo, told Rentas. ‘ 

“We hope a working plan wfll 
be completed within a week,” he 
added. 

About 185,000 Egyptians 
.worked in Kuwait before the Gulf 
crisis, remitting more than half a 
billion dollars a year according to 
official estimates. Most fled the 


Iraqi jlumy. 

Abput 70,000 have returned to 
work m Kuwait since the aid of 
the Gulf war. Kuwait said earlier 
this month that most teachers In 
its schools were now Egyptians. 

Mr. Buajan said a joint 
Knwaiti-Egyptian committee will 
discuss ways of guaranteeing that 
the Egyptians, many of whom are 
now unemployed, would not stay 
.on in Kuwait after receiving bade 
pay, end of service entitlements 
and any compensation due for 
pro pe r ly destroyed during tbe 
occupation. 

The visas, valid for between 
one and three months, would be 
given only to those with legiti- 
mate drums, he said. 


ANKARA (R) — Kurdish rebels 
fired on a police car in eastern 
Turkey overnight, killing ok 
policeman and slightly wounding 
another, police said Friday. 

They said three civilian 
passers-by were also wounded in 
tbe attack in tiie town of Tatvan.' 

The rebels, presu m ed to bc- 
longto the Kurdish Workers Par- 
ty (PKK), escaped and security 
forces began hunting for them. 

More than 3,300 people have 
been tilled since tiie PKK began 
a violent independence campaign 
in the southeast in 1984. 

In the Hague, about 50 ethnic 
Kurds staged a sit-in Thursday at 
the World Court, seeking conde- 
mnation of tbe Turkish govern- 
ment's repression of the Kurdish 
minority. 

A court official said tbe de- 


monstrators had demanded to 
speak to court functionaries but 
had been told that the World 
Court is only open to claims 
brought by sovereign nations. 

There were no repots that the 
protesters, who entered tbe 
building as tourists, carried any 
weapons. Tbeir occupation of tbe 
building’s Japanese room was 
peaceful as the incident stretched 
into Thursday evening. 

The official, who spoke on 
condition of anonymity, said tbe 
group refused to leave tbe room 
which bouses tiie administrative 
section of the Permanent Court 
of Arbitration. 

There have been yr^eral Kur- 
dish sit-ins in the Fetberiands in 
recent years, most of them occur- 
ring at businesses or offices con- 
nected with Turkey. 


As chief of staff, he immediate- 
ly indicated that he planned big 
changes. Reports emerged that 
he was determined to “ax every- 
thing that doesn’t shoot,” even 
the revered women’s corps and 
popular army radio station. 
There was talk of sweeping staff 
cuts and an alt-oat assault on the 
military bureaucracy. 

On Wednesday night he con- 
firmed some of these plans as part 
of an effort to cut spending by 
about $100 million a year. 

Gen. Barak said he would lay 
off 4,000 career soldiers and civi- 
lians working for the 174,000- 
stroog regular army, and under- 
take “tremendous cutbacks in 
personnel, days of reserve ser- 
vice, scope of forces and opera- 
tions.” 

“The cuts are very painful,” he 
said. 

At the core of his thinking is- 
the “multi-year pro gramme,” a 
sweeping reform plan based on 


an assessment of tbe “threats” 
Israel could face in the 21st cen- 
tury — advanced weaponry, -bal-. 
fistic missiles and chemical or 
other n on-conventional weapons. 

Gen. Barak said that during 
the Gulf war, Iraq's Scad bar- 
rages on Tel Aviv carried the 5 
Arabs across a “psychological < 
barrier.” Now, he said, Arab 
states want to buy or develop 
improved ballistic missiles. 

The possibility of a Middle 
East peace conference does not 
change tbe picutre. In Gen. 
Barak's mind, it is Israel’s 
s ti eugtii that is forcing the Arabs 
to negotiate, and that will under- 
pin whatever peace settlement is 
reached. 

Some of the planned militar 
cuts, according to Israeli Radio, 
will lead to a reduction in military 
operations in troublesome areas 
— southern Lebanon, the occu- 
pied territories and tiie demarca- 
tion lines. 


Flat tyre caused air crash 
in Jeddah, company says 


Kurdish rebels kill policeman 


MONTREAL (AP) — Aflat tyre 
caused the crash of a Nigerian 
Airlines jet in Saudi Arabia in 
July, according to the president ’ 
of the Canadian company that 
owned tiie aircraft. 

Beta spokesman for the Trans- 
portation Safety Board of Cana- 
da, which is investigating the 
crash, cautioned that its inquiry is 
still in its early stages and that no 
condusions have been drawn. • 

The July 11 crash at Jeddah 
International airport killed all 261 . 
people on board. It was the 10th 
worst airline disaster. 

The DC-8 was carrying 247 
Nigerian pilgrims to Islamic holy 
sites in Saudi Arabia, plus 14 
crew members, 12 of them Cana- 
dian. 

hi a progress report on the 
investigation released earlier this 
month, the board said that a tyre 
of tiie DC-8 wait fiat before it 
reached tiie takeoff runway . 

Another tyre also went flat and 
caught fire. Flames spread 
throughout the aircraft, which 
crashed about one kilometre 
short of the runway. 

The complete inquiry into tbe ' 
disaster will take one to three 
years. Safety board spokesman 
Hams said the board has not yet 
analysed the tyres, wheels and 
brakes from the aircraft 

“It is too early to make any 
conclusions about the case and 
contributing factors,” Mr. Harris 
said in a telephone interview 
Thursday. 

Robert Obadia, president of 
Montreal-based Nationair, told a 
press conference Thursday that a 
government inquiry into tbe dis- 


aster “is absolutely not on a trail 
that would lead to Nationair re- 
sponsibility.” 

. Mr. Obadia said that in bis 
meeting with board officials be* 
found that the investigation has 
ruled out “any deficiency of the 
plane, the team (of pilots),' 
Nationair or Technair,” the com- 
pany’s maintenance subsidiary. 
“It was purely a 'fortuitous acci- 
dent.” 

“We are 100 per cent sure it 
started with an ordinary flat tyre, 
and that the tiye caused the fire. 
What has to" be established is why 
it deflated,” be said. 

He said the wheels and brakes 
have “been cleared” by investiga- 
tors as a cause of the crash. 

A statement by Saudi Arabia's 
dvil aviation authority in July 
said faulty tyres and landing gear 
played a role in the crash. Tbe 
authority dismissed the possibility 
that overloading had caused the 
crash. 

Bush, Major 
end talks 

(Coatinued from page 1) 
acted to correct “one small de- 
fect” in the American character 
— the country’s infatuation with 
baseball — by presenting Mr. 
Bush with a cricket bat. 

“Wait a minute, you can’t 
escape, without a retaliatory gift 
here” Mr. Bush shot back and hand- 
ed Mr. Major a baseball bat. 

“May your, life be safe without 
cnxveballs and mine free of goog- 
Bes,” the U.S. leader said, refer: 
ring to trick deliveries in baseball 
and cricket. 
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calls for 
convention 
toaddress 
children’s 


Jordan’s decades- old refugee camps 
absorbing arrivals from Kuwait 


AMMAN (Li:y — A national 
convention for e&Bdhood rs u> be 
held before the end of (be year 
and its purpose h to promote the 
national efforts for the protection 
and safety of riukfren, acconfing 
to an announcement made during 
a meeting chaired by Her Majesty 
"QueetfNoor arftl Maawa Plface 
i& Amman 

At the meeting, which was to 
prepare for the national conven- 
tion, QueenNoor stressed the 
kneed for Jbrdanians to grve atten- 
tion to the children when derision i 
makers plan for future develop- 
menrscbemesfShe also catted for - 
cooperatiott between private and 
public institutions in this regard. 

The Cfceear'caUed attention to 
the necd for p&naers to take into 
coaskieratiofr the reccmmenda- 
tkna and resalutioss' passed by 
the Weald Summit tear Children, 
which was held in New York in 
September. 1990 in thccomse of 
adopting a riafipnal plan of action 
for childhood in Jordan. 

- Sbe-, said foal such recom- 
mtmdationsaMi resolutions could 
be used in ^maimer that would 
be most beneficial for children in 
Jordanian society* • - - 

The national convention for 
children would be an extension of 
die jHTOdptes CTslwHwd: in the 
dedaratian iufo the planof ac- 
tion from the World Summit for 
Qddren, according to the Noor 
Al Jfessdn ‘Foundation (NHF), 
which K . spooring the conven- 
tion, and the preparatory meet- 
ings;. It sakl thal the national 
ootrwdkm was designed to pro- 
videa moraland legal framework 
for -.the provision of minimum 
gmaameesofanivival, protection 
amhsafety forthe children. 

Monster of. Planning! Ziyad 
Fariz, who attended tfe meeting, 
said ThatJordan Wasgiving atten- 
tiou totiie «i^rea in fight of the 
summit’s reccpsieadations and is 
going ahead with {dans to put 
most ^ibe^recoWeBdatioos 
into,pratffc^_: ;i ... . 

Ionian is fadng ad tfirto hal btrr- 
cfcns-with foeifoturiito the King- 
domTrf.ho^iheas flf thousands of 
comitries, 

the toaster saii Tfe said . the" 
Kingdom was ^faring a 32 to 15 
per- K^_tKB^in.il5pO{Bi}a> 
tioa^ ,wtiidi r means. - a dramatic 
increase jti .(fo number of chfl- 
d«3 . that ,w3;jjecd care / 

Tberoeetjng was attended by 
tefaeflOTtertS^rfopMoned sec- 
tors.; otgavmmneratal and non- 
goverumcntalgrourH as weH as a 
numb er Of .United Nations orga- 
msatimis-cpt^feg;; Jordan. 

The;pmi2^»ants Called for . the 
rfli : ratified national 
plan de signe d to, promote chfl- 
drea’s- rtatusinthelSWOs stressing 
national conven- 
tion, wS^ dagf said would , help 
defrag w^^tiy’s objectives 
tinpegfe th^end of the century. 


AMMAN (Agencies} — Jordan's 
refugee c amp s, bmit to house 
Palestinians driven from their 
homes , by the 1948 and 1967 
Arab- Israeli wars, are swelling 
.again with a thir d Palestinian 
influx, tins time from Kuwait* 

.. The impoverished Kingdom 
has appealed for foreign aid to 
help absorb tire latest 300,000 
arrivals, who have increased Jor- 
dan’s 3.2 million population by 
almost 10 per cent. 

Although some returnees have 
brought wealth back to Jordan, 
many others are struggling to 
scrape by. 

“All of us led some son of a 
decent life and had a regular 
income in Kuwait,*’ said Palesti- 
nian stonemason Hassan Ham- 
mond outside his parent’s home 
at the Baqa'a Refugee camp. 

“Now, be have lost everything. 
We have become beggars," he 
said. 

Jordan and the Palestine Li- 
beration Organisation expressed 
sympathy for Iraq during the Gulf 
costs, angering Kuwait, which 
has Laid off more than 100,000 
civil servants, most of them 
Jordanians of Palestinian orgjn. 

Mr. Hammond, a father of 
seven, had lived in Kuwait since 
1968, a year after the Arab-Israeli 
War forded him to leave his home 
in the West Bank town of Nablus 
for Jordan and then Kuwait. 

In another part of -the camp. 30 
people from four families were 
crammed into a makeshift five- 
room bouse sharing one toilet 
and a tiny courtyard. 

“My husband goes out job- 
hunting every day," said Amineh 
Abed Saleh, a mother of 10. "On 



__ 




Increasingly, Palestinian returners from the Godf 
are settling for camps such as the Baqa’a Refugee 
Camp (above)). Established after the 1967 Arab- 


Israefi War, the Baqa’a camp is believed to be 
home to more Chan 120,000 people. (File Photo; 


a good day, he comes back with 
three dinars (4.5 dollars)." In 
Kuwait, he earned 51,000 a 
month as an office clerk. 

The Baqa’a camp, home to at 
least 120,000 people, was estab- 
lished after the 1967 Middle Hast 
war. 

Its new residents face problems 
similar to those reported by 
others in Jordan — rising unem- 
ployment and housing costs, in- 
creased poverty and stretched 
health and educational services. 


But people in the camps — a 
powerful political symbol of the 
four-decade old Palestinian prob- 
lem — face the further obstacle of 
being prevented from expanding 
their homes. 

Each family in Baqa'a camp is 
allotted 100 square metres 
(yards) of land to build a borne. 

Jordan normally refuses re- 
quests to add more rooms be- 
cause any expansion of the 13 
camps meant to house Palesti- 
nians until they can return home 


Libyan delegation to visit Jordan, will 
discuss expansion of economic ties 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A Libyan 
government delegation is due in 
Amman in September to discuss 
means of increasing the volume 
of cooperation in labour, health, 
trade, and the prospect of em- 
ploying Jordanians to work in 
Libya, according to an announce- 
ment by Prime Minister Taher 
Masri. 

Speaking upon returning to 
Amman from a visit to Libya, 
where he attended a ceremony 
launching the Libyan Desert Riv- 
erf Project, Mr. Masri said that 
the coining few weeks will witness 
an increase of closer cooperation 
between Tripoli and Amm an. 

Libya has been purchasing 
Jordanian goods and employing 
doctors and specialists in its hos- 
pitals and health centres. 

To promote bilateral coopera- 
tion, the prime minister has dis- 
cussed with the Libyan govern- 
ment ways to promote economic 
and commercial links. 

Mr. Masri, who delivered a 
message to the Libyan leader 
from His Majesty King Hussein 



Taher Masri 

said his presence in Libya for the 
ceremony as a representative of 
King Hussein allowed him to hold 
meetings with other Arab leaders 
to discuss Jordan's ties with their 
countries. 

Libya appreciates the national 
role played by Jordan at all levels 
and realises the magnitude of the 
hardships the country is facing in 
the current stage, the prime 


minister said. 

Mr. Masri. who was accompa- 
nied by the ministers of Labour 
and Health on the visit . expressed 
the view that the coining months 
would witness further meetings 
among Arab leaders to discuss 
issues of common concern. 

Last May, the bead of a visiting 
Libyan delegation to Jordan, Dr. 
Mustafa A1 Za’idi, said that the 
Libyan government had taken a 
decision to give priority in trade 
to Jordanian products in appre- 
ciation of the Kingdom's pan- 
Arab role and in a bid to support 
the country's national economy. 

Dr. Za’idi said that Jordan's 
agricultural, pharmaceutical and 
industrial products are now on 
sale in Libya’s markets and he 
expressed tope that cooperation 
in trade would continue and ex- 
pand. 

During its visit to Jordan in 
May, the Libyan delegation con- 
cluded contracts for the purchase 
erf JD 3 million worth of garments 
and dotbes from the Jordanian 
markets. 





t *.. 

£^^s-K.'»s -2: 

a v,-.~ • v ■* 7*~ '*■ 

j. I*/; 

ISLAMIC RESEARCH — 
President of the Royal 
Academy for Islamic Civilisa- 
tion Research (A! Al Bajt 
Foundation) Dr. Naserwkfin Al 
Assad Thursday briefed the 
Senegalese president's envoy 
Skfi Al Amin Yanas, on the 
academy’s activities and its 


projects. Dr. Assad h far ae i 
him that the acade m y was hi 
the process of preparing an 
encyclopedia on Islamic rivi- 
Htarttwi, ■ f n n mn^tfndw j mAfyf 
for Arab and Islamic heritage, 
including manuscripts and 
analytical indexes of Islamic 


econom y . The academy also 
hol d s sp eci a lis ed symposia hi 
cooperation wKh a number of 
irliWlfh institutions worl- 
dwide. Mr. Yanas voiced 
admiration of Uie efforts being 
made by the academy to adv- 
ance Islamic heritage. 


would imply they have become 
permanent. 

The United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency, which provides 
education, health and other ser- 
vices, says about a quarter of the 
950,000 Palestinian refugees reg- 
istered with it in Jordan still live 
in the camps. 

“We all live on the hope of 
returning ro our land." said Wa'el 
Harbi. 52. “If it is act me and my 
children, it will be their grand- 
children." 


lilililiw 


Ibrahim 

Lybian river 
project praised 

TRIPOLI (Petra) — Hassan Ibra- 
him, secretary general of the 
Amman-based Council of Arab 
Economic Unity (CAEU), 
praised the man-made river in 
Libya and described it as a great 
achievement on the right path of 
national development. 

Mr. Ibrahim said the project, 
whose first phase was recently 
completed, was a pioneering pro- 
ject that will have a great impact 
on the life of the Libyan people. 

He said that the project will 
also contribute to positing the 
pace of Arab development for- 
ward and enhance the Arab eco- 
nomic integration process. 

Mr. Ibrahim said that the pro- 
ject demonstrates Libya's ability 
to utilise its national wealth in 
serving the socio-economic goals 
of the Libyan people. 

Mr. Ibrahim attended Libya's 
celebration held last week to- 
commemorate the end of first 
stage of the project. 

Prime Minister Taber Masri 
also attended the celebration, 
representing His Majesty King 
Hussein, who was invited to 
attend the function. 

The 1,200-square-kilometre 
river cost 525 billion. 


HeaM of Arab Red Crescent 
Sode? : i issue appeal 
to help Iraqi children 


HOME NEWS IN BRIEF 


AwWgara) — President of 
™ Jorfa^EMNatoral RedCres- 
Safety. Dr. Ahmad Abu 
Thursday returned home 
tromjD^agcQs where he took, 
Conference for 
Red Crescent 

Sodefies^V r. . 

statement. Dr. 
participants 

a jjGjtencnt calling on the 
^^^•W^cdtonuaky to move 
fo^aKeviate the suffering 
caused by the 
“KHtaga -iof^ifood and medical 
as the lack of 
eq uipm e n t. 

, ^^^^L pfeskkmt of the 
^^feftwra^ABsodatk», earlier 
there was an 
^^?:%cj4eashs among Iraqi 
““w^becaHre of the lack erf 


g.to hah, there was an 
/.deaths caused by 
IfPboidtniaha fever, gastromtes- 
dysentery and 
®*™^ Tfe;d0stractkKi of hos-' 
ljwls4nfe(fieai centres during 
has seriously: 


affected Iraqi doctors’ ability to 
deal with the spreading diseases. 
Dr. Takriti had said. The Allied 
economic embargo on Iraq bars 
the ■ arrival into the country of 
basic food supplies, drags, medic- 
al supplies mid equipment. 

The conference disccssed 
means of enhancing cooperation 
and coordination among all Arab 
Red Cresoent Societies during the 
26th International Conference, 
which will be held in the Hunga- 
rian capaital of Budapest in 
November. 

Taking part in the three day 
conference were delegations rep- 
resenting Arab Red Crescent 
Societies, in addition to repre- 
sentatives of 25 international 
organisations. Red Cross com- 
mittees. and the International 
League of tire Red Cross and Red 
Crescent Societies. 

Meanwhile, the Iraqi Red 
Crescent delegation arrived in 
Amman en route to their country 
after taking part in Damascus 
confer e n c e. 


Prophet’s birthday to be 
marked 

AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan, along with other 
Arab and Muslim countries, will mark Prophet 
Mohammad's birthday, which falls Friday Sept. 
20. In preparation for marking this anniversary. 
Minister of AWqaf and Islamic Affairs Rayef 
Nijem will chair a meeting for the national 
committee in charge of celebrating the Prophet's 
birthday to draw up the celebration’s prog- 
ramme. 

Jordan, Morocco discuss 
economic ties 

CASABLANCA (Petra) — Ministry of Industry 
and Trade's Secretary General Ibrahim Badran 
met Thursday with the Moroccan Minister of 
Industry and Trade Abdullah Al Armani and 
/Kcnitewl with him bilateral relations in. the 
commercial field.' Both officials agreed to de- 
velop the economic and commercial cooperation 
agreement, already concluded between both 
countries, to include new commodities. The two 
officials discussed issues pertaining to the facilita- 
tion trf -movement of businessmen from both 
countries. The meeting was attended by the 
Jordanian a mbass a d or to Morocco, members of 
the Board of Directors of the Amman Chamber 
of Industry and Jordanian businessmen' taking 
part in tire second Jordanian exhibition. 


JD 140,000 distributed to needy 
families 

AMMAN (Petra) — Ahmad Yassin, director 
general of the Aims Ftind, has said that the fund 
distributed JD 140,000 to needy families in 
Jordan so far this month. Mr. Yassin added that 
the fund will continue to aid needy returnees 

Hadld complains about policy 

AMMAN (Petra) — Lower House of Parliament 
member Nayef Al Hadid called on the Ministry , 
of Agriculture to import Bulgarian meat and stop 
the exportation of Jordanian livestock. Ip e 
memorandum he sent to the agriculture minis- 
ter, he said that Jordanian merchants import ; 
livestock and then export it to neighbouring Arab . 
countries. 

Lower House to discuss draft 
law 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Lower House of Parlia- 
ment Sunday holds a meeting under its chairman, 
Abdul Latif Arabiyat, to discuss the Upper ; 
House o f Parliament' s let ter turning down the j 

as a result of i 

ending martial law. The House will refer the 1 
Senate’s reply to the Legal Committee for tie- 
bate. The House will also discuss the revised Law | 
No. 11 on the Higher Court of Justice. 




By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — The government 
has decided to extend an offer 
of exemption from compulsory 
military service in Heu of a 
payment of 56,000 to the treas- 
ury and is expected to 
announce the decision today, 
informed sources have said. 

“The decision has been 
taken to extend the offer until 
the end of the year and an 
official announcement will be 
made Saturday." senior source 
said Thursday. 

The treasury is believed to 
have collected dose to JD 45 
million in foreign currency 
from expatriates and sons of 
expatriates through the exemp- 
tion arrangement, which went 
into force in August 1990 after 
Parliament endorsed a relevant . 
law. 

The law states: "Any Jorda- 
nian residing abroad but not a 
member of the Kingdom's di- 
plomatic corps will be ex- 
empted from military service if 
he pays the treasury a lump- 
sum amount to be fixed by the 
Council of Minister." 

The cabinet set the amount 


at 56,000 per applicant and 
over 9,000 potential conscripts 
have taken advantage of the 
offer since then, according to 
sources. Those resident in Jor- 
dan are eligible if they obtain 
employment contracts abroad. 

"The number of applicants 
so far has exceeded our ex- 
pectations and the amount col- 
lected from them have contri- 
buted to making up the budget 
deficit," said a senior official. 

No offidal figures are avail- 
able yet on the actual figures 
and concerned ministry and 
other offidals declined to com- 
ment. 

Normal exemptions from the 
two-year mandatory service 
are extended to the chronically 
ill and only son in the family. 
Everyone male, regardless of 
the period of absence from the 
country has to serve the term 
before reaching the age of 57. 

Government estimates, 
drawn up in June 1990, said 
that about 40,000 Jordanians 
could seek exemption under 
the offer. Independent sources 
put the figure closer to 60,000. 

Most of those who have 
availed themselves of the ex- 
emption in lieu of payment are 


believed to be expatriates and 
sons of expatriates living in the 
Gulf stales. 

“Quite a few of them are 
resident in Europe and Latin 
America but the majority of 
applications came from the 
Gulf states, particularly 
Kuwait." according to one of 
the sources. 

The exemption process has 
been handled through Jorda- 
nian diplomatic missions 
abroad for expatriates and the 
Armed Forces and Finance 
Ministry in Amman for resi- 
dents with employment con- 
tracts abroad. 

The number of Jordanian 
nationals living outside the 
country has shrunk to 700,000 
after the return of 300,000. 
mostly from Kuwait, in the 
wake of the Gulf crisis and a de 
facto expulsion policy adopted 
by post-war Kuwait. 

It is unclear how many of the 
expatriates who returned home 
will seek exemption, particu- 
lar!; since they are now in the 
country and many of them 
experienced heavy financial 
losses as a result of the .Iraqi 
invasion of Kuwait. 


Lack of organised planning hurting 


AMMAN (J.T.) — A noted 
Jordanian economist has criti- 
cised the heavy but haphazard 
rush towards investment in indus- 
try and said that several problems 
continue to hamper production 
and marketing of products due to 
lack of proper planning. 

Many investors have" invested 
heavily in machines without pro- 
viding proper maintenance to 
them and without making avail- 
able enough skilled labour for 
such maintenance, said Dr. 
Jawad Al Anani. 

He said that most industries in 
Jordan operate at 50 per cent to 
60 per cent capacity and their 
production run at a low level 
because they have brought more 
machines than is needed and arc 
encountering difficulties in 
marketing products abroad. 

In a statement published by the 
Al intaj Magazine, Dr. Anani 
said that during the Gulf crisis 
industrial production dropped by 
at least 80 per cent, largely due to 
the closure of the Iraqi and Gulf 
markets to Jordanian products. 

• Now that the Gulf crisis is 
nearing an end; industrial 
businesses are still struggling to 
overcome the present difficulties 
and many constraints still hamper 
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Jawad Al Anani 

their advance. Dr. Anani said. 

He called on the concerned 
authorities to provide training to 
people needed to work in indust- 
rial concerns, to facilitate the 
purchase of raw materials and to 
tackle problems related to cus- 
toms complications in order to 
help Jordanian industry. 

Referring to joint Jordanian- 
Arab industrial ventures. Dr. 
Anani said that such programmes 
are hampered by attitudes of 
governments involved in the ven- 


tures. According to Dr. Anani, 
marketing of Arab countries' pro- 
ducts still poses immense difficul- 
ties in other Arab countries, 
which prefer foreign manufac- 
tured goods. 

In addition, agents and deal- 
ders of foreign industrial products 
in Arab countries have not been 
given incentives to switch to Arab 
products instead of the foreign 
commodities. Dr. Anani said. He 
added that many Arab countries 
which are linked to others by 
trade agreements prefer not to 
trade with one another because 
they do not wish to offer exemp- 
tions from customs duty to im- 
ports from Arab countries in im- 
plementation of these agree- 
ments. Instead, they prefer to 
import from foreign countries 
certain types of goods for which 
customs duty is paid to the treas- 
ury, he said. 

Dr. Anani said that Jordan 
now has more than 500 medium- 
sized industrial projects and, 
generally, their products, which 
are sold locally and in some Arab 
and foreign countries, now 
account for nearly 25 per cent of 
the gross national product (GNP) 
compared to nine per cent 30 
years ago. 



FIT RECRUITS — Director of 
the Royal Police Academy Col. 
Fayez Qablaia Thursday 
attended the graduation of 
police officers who have com- 
pleted a physical fitness course. 
Col. Qahian said that the Pub- 
Be Security Department (PSD) 


was keen on bidding such traht- 
hig courses to develop the skills 
ad talents of pnbBc security 
personnel. Be thanked the 
trainers and graduates for the 
effort they made during train- 
ing and wished than every suc- 


cess in discharging their duties. 
The four-week course included 
sports methods of dealing 
with playground tayuries. At 
the end of the ceremony, Col. 
QaMan presented certificates to 
the graduate officers. 


gyginistry of Education agrees 
to equalise masters degree 
from banking institute 


j AMMAN (Petra) — Mustafa 
Hudeib, dean of the Arab Insti- 
tute for Banking Studies, said 
Friday that the Ministry of 
Education has agreed to equalise 
the masters degree awarded by 
the Amman-based institute. 

In a statement to the Jordanian 
News Agency, Petra, Dr. Hudeib 

equalise foe masters degree fol- 
lowed consideration by the High- 
er Committee for the Equiva- 
lence of Certificates, of the mas- 
ters degree awarded by the insti- 


tute in terms of disciplines, credit 
hours, availability of library, size 
of teaching staff and their qual- 
ifications and the graduation re- 
search. 

Dr. Hudeib pointed out that 
the institute has recently 
appointed a number of doctorate 
degree holders to work for the 
AaaainiflR, thus meeting one oTCfST 
major conditions for authorising 
the institute to award the masters 

degree. 

He also said that the institute 
will accept a limited number of 


students from outside the finan- 
cial and banking sector to work 
towards obtaining their masters 
degree, in accordancy with a deri- 
sion taken by the institute’s 
Board of Trustees. 

The institute was established in 
1989 with Amman as its base in 
accordance with derisions of the 

Arab r The .institute, an 

affiliate regional arm of the 
ABA, is designed to supply the 
banking and financial sectors with 
weU-tzamed banking staff. 
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Problem beyond 
border 

THE tone of the return of our expatriates from the Gulf 
region is formidable as much as it is replete with both 
challenges and problems. Tbe first order of business was of 
coarse to quantify the size of demographic change created 
by the wave of Jordanian and Palestinian returnees from 
Kuwait and other Arab Golf states in the aftermath at tbe 
Gtdf war. Obviously there is no effective and meaningful 
way to deal with the bane without establishing a database on 
the people who were coerced and forced to Dee their homes 
by certain shortsighted elements in the Gulf. For this 
purpose, a survey was conducted recently by the National 
Centre for Educational Research and Development at the 
request of His Royal Hi ghness Crown Prince Hassan. The 
survey substantiated certain ferns especially that unemploy- 
ment and bonsnag top the list of the mqjor problems faced by 
the returnees. Yet this valuable study failed to measure the 
hi e xtort of the problem because, as the president of the 
centre that conducted the study confirmed recently, a 
number of difficulties were encountered in the process. 
These dHWcnMes ranged from the inability to locate 
accurately the whereabouts of the expatriates (same of 
whom have either left the country for the West Bank or to 
fo reign countries) to overdepcndence mi counting the 
cfafldren of these people who have actually registered and 
enrolled in Jordan’s public or private schools as a means to 
project the number of the returnees. In other words, as 
valuable as the data gathered is, it is admittedly incomplete 
and not e x act ly up-to-date. Of course such <HflifnltiM may 
have been avoided had our authorities maintained a closer 
watch over the number of the expatriates at the various 
points of entry as and when they came in instead of waiting 
till many of them settled or left without a trace. 

StiH, even without the benefit of a complete and updated 
data base, it b already established that the expatriates have 
strained the economy of the co un try in some ways at least 
and added new pressures on the puMk and private services 
farladiug schools, transportation, hospitals and above all its 
water resource s and other utilities. Tbe sudden influx of - 
more than 300,600 people, con s t itutin g about more than 10 
per cent of the total population, dearly poses problems and 
bottlenecks in the entire system of a country already 
overburdened and lacking in natural resources. Clearly 
n ational and international assistance is urgently needed to 
help Jordan meet the new challenge created by the exodns of 
so many people from the Golf region, where they had 
established them homes and earned tfaefr living, over such a 
short period of time. 

On the other hand, however, many of the expatriates 
brongrtback with them not only their savings bat also tbeir 
skffls and Mats. There are already signs that the Jordanian 
economy has experienced a modest boom in certain sectors, 
such as housing for example. Construction in the Kingdom 
has always been mi Important sector of the economy and its 
reactivation has indeed generated many employment oppor- 
tunities across the board. It is too early to gaoge whether 
Jordan’s industrial base wffl tfeewise experience a boost as a 
result of the thousands of the newcomers. On balance, 
though, the country has to endure a difficult time of 
readjustment both economically and sodaHy. This is there- 
fore a time to test whether both national and international 
efforts can interact to find a solution to a problem that is not 
totally of oar own making. In feet, when Jordan kept 
warntag against the demogr a phic changes that would result 
from starthig a war hi the Gulf, it was not taifcfag from a 
vacuum. Now, after the feet, words of sy mpa t h y are not 
enough to help ns cope with what we knew would happen if 
our w arni ngs went unheeded. 
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A1 Ka’i daily Friday said that Israel is trying to undermine die 
peace process while the world is busily watching the developments 
in the Soviet Union. The Israeli danger in this respect comes from 
cabinet minister Ariel Sharon who has recently advocated die 
idea of linking Jerusalem with the Jewish settlements in the West 
Bank, the paper noted. It said that such a move is bound to 
change the character of the holy city of Jerusalem and gradually 
help evict die remaining Arab ‘inhabitants from the city. Mr. 
Sharon’s plan, the paper added, is bound to place tbe Arabs and 
the world community at large free to face with new realities that 
cannot be tackled at the coming peace conference. Of course 
Israel's cabinet ministers are encouraged by the United States 
winch is providing the funds for these settlements and die military 
power to enable Israel to consolidate its occupation of Arab 
tends, the paper said. The developments in the Soviet Union 
should by no means detract the Arabs from serious action and 
joint efforts to abort Israel’s plots, toe paper warned. It is. 
therefore, important for the Arabs to coordinate their future steps 
d ong the path leading to the peace conference it added. The 
paper said that King Hussein, who is spearheading meaningful 
efforts in tins respect, is now touring European countries to 
advocate die cause of just and honourable peace. IBs talks with 
the British foreign secretary ami die Austrian president, the paper 
said, were serious contributions towards ending tbe Arab-braeli 
conflict and re-establishing peace. 

A col umnis t in Sawt A1 Shaab daily commented on die continued 
harassment of Aqaba-bound vessels laden with goods imported 
for the Jordanian market. Satemrh Ekour said that the American 
navy, which is turning away the ships and subjecting them to 
inspection, is committing flagrant aggression on Jordan, an 
attitude which has not received proper response on the part of the 
Jordanian government. It is not enough to hear the government 
or to read in the press statements oondeming Washington’s 
actions against Jordan, but legal steps should be taken to ensure 
the basic rights of the Jordanian people, the writer asserted. 



By Bryan Bromley 

The Associated Press 

MOSCOW — The shattering of 
Kremlin authority has revived 
fears of ethnic conflict, border 
disputes, nuclear amts in the 
hands of fanatics and the possible 
emergence of Boris N. Yeltsin as 
a bully at tbe helm of Russia. 

‘’Everything that has been cre- 
ated for centuries by our ances- 
tors, by our hands, is collapsing,” 
said reformist lawmaker Oleg 
Rumyantsev in the Supreme 
Soviet legislature on Tuesday. 

The fear is that the ethnic and 
border disputes that have flared 
during six years of change under 
Mikhail S. Gorbachev will burst 
into a civil war and, in the worst 
case, that factions might gain 
control of nuclear arms. 

Many ethnic groups also fear 
losing new freedoms to a resur- 
gent Russia under its president, 


Yeltsin, who has expanded his 
authority after leading the resist- 
ance to last week's botched three- 
day coup. 

Mr. Gorbachev sought to allay 
those fears. And Mr. Gorbachev, 
Mr. Yeltsin and other leaders 
struggled to patch together a new 
Soviet Union as a confederation 
of neighbours with strong econo- 
mic ties and — for those who wish 
— a political and defence 
alliance. 

"Maybe the most tragic result 
of the coup is that those three 
days have given a boost, and a 
powerful boost, to centrifugal 
tendencies. A real threat of a 
breakup of the union has 
appeared,” Mr. Gorbachev said 
in an impassioned appeal to the 
legislature. 

The republics continued their 
stampede out of the Soviet Un- 
ion, as Moldova became tbe 


seventh republic to declare out- 
right independence. 

Speakers from Armenia told 
parliament they worried about 
new violence in the disputed bor- 
der area with Azerbaijan. In re- 
cent years, territorial disputes 
also led to ethnic bloodshed in 
Georgia, Moldova and along the 
border between Uzbekistan and 
Kirgizia. 

With central authority pros- 
trate, and the armed forces poss- 
ibly reluctant to intervene, fight- 
ing could worsen in hot spots 
around tbe country. 

Even the republic leaders 
working most dosely with Mr. 
Gorbachev and Mr. Yeltsin 
voiced concern over some of the 
sweeping decrees and puzzling 
statements from the Russian Fed- 
eration government. 

Kazakhstan President Nursul- 
tan Nazarbayev, who huddled 
with Mr. Gorbachev and Mr. 


Yeltsin Tuesday morning, com- 
plained about a statement by Mr. 
Yeltsin’s press secretary that Rus- 
sia reserved the right to review its 
borders with those republics that 
dedde to leave the Soviet Union. 

Nazarbayev, whose republic 
shares a long border with Russia 
and has more Russians than 
Kazakhs among its population, 
was quoted by the independent 
Interfax news agency as warning 
of trouble if Russia “raises tbe 
question of revising its borders.” 

Hie rapid-fire decrees that Mr. 
Yeltsin issued to assert control 
after tbe coup raised concern in 
the West, that “Yeltsin may be 
overlaying his band,” said Thane 
Gustafson, a Sovietologist at 
Georgetown University in 
Washington. “It is' the Yeltsin 
rtiar we always feared was there, 
the two-fisted sort.” 

“Because he is ruling by de- 


cree, we may be seeing the begin- 
ning of the emergence of a new 
form of totalitarian rule,” Mr. 
Gustafson said in a telephone 
interview. 

Mr. Gorbachev rejected sug- 
gestions that Mr. Yeltsin was 
grabbing for power or land. 

“You must not think, as some- 
one said here, that the concept of 
a Russian empire is being re- 
vived, that Russian leadership 
has ousted the president of the 
country, that it is not thinking 
about republics,” said Mr. Gor- 
bachev, an ethnic Russian who 
has lived his entire life in the 
Russian Federation. 

“The Russians will, I am con- 
vinced, play a consolidating role, 
a unifying role, and there need be 
no suspicions of them.” he said. 

Russians themselves worried 
that the second most populous 
republic, the Ukraine, might use 
a clause In its independence dec- 


laration to seize control of nuc-. 
lear weapons on its territory. 

“We should remember that we> 
live in a country that is hill of; 
nudeat warheads. And many; 
nuclear weapons are in toe 
Ukraine,” said Anatoly Sobchak, 
the reformist mayor of the north- 
era Russian city of Leningrad. 

“Claims by different republics 
that part of the army or its 
weapons should be given over to 
their disposal are not accept- 
able,” he said. 

Yuri Sbcherbak of the Ukraine 
rose immediately to assure law- 
makers that his republic wa,,3ed 
to be “nuclear-free,” and 
cautioned against making “some 
very sharp statements . without 
knowing all the facts.” 

But feuds seem more common 
than facts in tbe natron, which 
may be sliding toward chaos and 
violence. 


Monuments to the 
past are falling 


By Wendy Sloane 

Tbe Associated Press 
MOSCOW — Less than a week 
after a failed coup, monuments to 
Communist leaders have been 
toppled ail over the country. But 
reformers still •are wary of remov- 
ing Lenin from his temperature- 
controlled granite mausoleum. 

Other comrades have fallen. A 
monument to Security Police 
Chief Felix Dzerzhinsky was top- 
pled outside KGB headquarters 
on Thursday. Yakov Sverdlov, 
one of Lenin’s closest colleagues, 
and Bolshevik leader Mikhail 
Kalinin were both pulled down 
near the kremlin on Thursday. 

Is Vladimir Ilyich Lenin next? 

Although a debate has been 
raging for more than a year about 
whether to remove Lenin’s body 
from the mausoleum, talk now is 
also focusing on a large statue of 
the Soviet founder in Moscow’s 
October Square. 

Nikolai Lukash, a spokesman 
for Moscow’s reformist Mayor 
Gavriil Popov, said in an inter- 
view that die mayor is “categor- 
ically against” removing the sta- 
tue. 

The mayor said recently he 
does not condone getting rid of 
monuments that have artistic 
value. Other opponents of mov- 


ing Lenin say history should not 
be rewritten. 

Still others are just reluctant to 
give Lenin up. Commonly refer- 
red to as the “vozhd,” or great 
leader, many absolve him of all 
responsibility for a communist 
paradise gone wrong after he died 
in 1924. 

Anatoly and Valentina Kipa, a 
retired couple in their early 60s, 
travelled 1,900 kilometres from 
the Russian city of Prokhladni on 
Tuesday to visit tbe mausoleum, 
where Lenin's body has been 
lying in a glass case since shortly 
after his death. 

“He’s our great leader, our 
teacher, our friend, our com- 
rade,” Ms. Kipa said. “Thanks to 
him we bad the revolution, the 
tend was 'given to tbe peasants,- 
and the factories to the workers.” 

Roma, a factory worker from 
Ulan Ude in the Buryat Auton- 
omous Republic of Siberia who 
declined to be identified further, 
also made a beeline to tbe 
mausoleum when she arrived in 
Moscow on holiday. 

“We’re a small nationality, and 
without Lenin we wouldn’t have 
survived. We didn’t have a writ- 
ten language and we were poor,” 
she said. 

“Lenin helped us. Before 
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Lenin, only the rich were allowed 
to study, to work.” 

Valery Tsechlyarovsky, 16, 
came to Lenin's tomb because be 
bad read so much about tbe 
Soviet leader in school. A love 
for I^nin is inculcated in virtually 


every schoolchild starting from an 
early age. 

“I think Lenin is our great, 
leader, not because we were 
taught that in school, but because 
history has proved him right,” he 
said. “Lenin made the revolu- 


tion. If Lenin’s ideas had been 
put into place property, we'd live 
well, but they were all turned 
upside-down.” 

But not everyone agrees. 
“This certainly isn't % holy ' 
place for me,” said Engineer 


Yevgeny Raskazov, standing on 
Red Square not far from t tj 
tomb. 

“Everybody knows who’s lying 
there. From the very beginning 
be was responsible for causing 
blood to flow,” he said. 


The week in print 


Why writers supported the Soviet coup 


THE dominant topics in the 
columns of Jordanian writers 
in die daily press test week 
included, among other things, 
developments in the Soviet 
Union, Jordanian-Palestinian 
- talks to coordinate Arab stands 
at the coming peace confer- 
ence and a range of domestic 
issues of concern to the major- 
ity of die Jordanian public. 

A columnist in A1 Dustour 
drew attention to die fact that 
the changes in the Soviet Union 
are bound to affect the Islamic 
republics in tbe Soviet empire 
sooner or later. Mu’nes A1 
Razzaz said that these Islamic 
republics would most probably 
demand independence from 
Moscow and could be moving 
• towards Iran as an Islamic reg- 
ime. The writer said that the 
e m ergence of Islamic republics 
dose to the border of the 
Soviet Union would be a major 
power to be reckoned with in 
the future. 

A columnist in A1 Ra'i daily 
defended die Jordanian Press 
for die maimer it adopted in 
covering the developments in 
the Soviet Union. Tareq 
Masarwefa said that the head- 
fines in the local press were not 
different from those appearing 
in the newspapers of die Un- 
ited States and Britain. But he 
said that tbe columnists* views 
and commentaries on these de- 
velopments expressed the true 
feelings of the people who feet 
that they were betrayed by the 
Soviet Union under the Gor- 
bachev regime. 

Tbe Gorbachev regime has 
sent hundreds of thousands of 
Jews to be se tried in occupied 
Palestine, gave America and 
its allies a free hand to deal 
with the affairs of rile world 
through the United Nations 
and allowed- the NATO 
alliance to launch aggression 
on Iraq, the writer continued. 

As true Arabs and national- 
ists, the Jordanian people had 
no alternative but to side with 
rite Palestinians and the Iraqis 
and to express joy over toe 
downfall of the Gorbachev reg- 
ime, Mr. Masarweh said. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 


Shaab directly accused the Un- 
ited States and world Zionism 
of being behind the tragic dis- 
turbances in toe Soviet Union : 
and the emergence of Boris 
Yeltsin who is America’s man 
in Moscow. Salameh Ekour 
said that tbe ongoing chaos in 
the Soviet Union has led to toe 
liquidation of the Soviet Com- 
munist Party and brought to an 
end tbe gains made under the 
previous Soviet leadership in 
toe fields of economy, science 
and technology. 

Tbe writer said that the 
Jordanian people are sad to 
witness such deterioration in 
the Soviet Union as it realises 
that the world Zionism and toe 
United States stand behind 
these developments designed 
to bring down the Soviet 
empire. 

A columnist in A1 Dustour 
said that the Jordanian people 
should take a lesson from the 
downfall of the Communist 
Party in tbe Soviet Union and 
take extra care in choosing the 
right men as members of their 
political parties which are now 
in the making. 

Mohammad Daoudieh said 
that the previous Soviet regime 
was right in preventing tbe 
political parties to infiltrate in 
the Soviet military organisa- 
tion because these parties have 
now proved to have worked in 
secret and. in collaboration 
with the Soviet Jews to bring 
down the Communist Party. 

A columnist in Sawt A1 
Shaab said that toe Soviet 
perestroika was a name under 
which tbe enemies of the 
Soviet people and toe friends 
of tbe United States worked to 
bring about the downfall of tbe 
Soviet empire. Suleiman 
Qubeflat said that the aim of 
bringing down toe regime and 
the Communist Party was not 
to end socialist rule, but rather 
to end the Soviet Union as a 
federation so that it would 
become a small and ineffective 
power in world affairs. 

Under Mr. Gorbachev and 
his p erestroika, the Soviet peo-’ 
pie’s standard of living de- 
clined as hunger became more 
widespread and tbe currency 


dropped in value by at least 98 
per cent, said Fahd A1 Fanek 
in bis column in A1 Ra’i daffy. 
The writer said that by im- 
plementing his ideas through 
perestroika, Mr. Gorbachev 
had paved the ground for the 
United States to end the so- 
called Soviet empire and to 
dismember tbe Soviet federa- 
tion. He said that by following 
in the footsteps of tbe United 
States at the U.N. Security 
Council in return for a handful 
of dollars, Mr. Gorbachev in 
effect destroyed. the image of 
his country as a superpower 
and pave the way for the cur- 
rent chaos that is flourishing 
and the turmoil which is bound 
to expand in tbe Soviet Union. 

Several writers attacked 
Egypt and its leadership which 
have been launching propagan- 
da campaigns against Jordan. 

• Sawt AI Shaab daily said that 
the hostile campaigns emerged 
in the wake of Jordan’s pub- 
lication of the white paper 
which threw light on toe de- 
velopments during and after 
toe Gulf crisis and vindicated 
Jordan from any accusations 
and charges levelled at it by 
Egypt and other regimes in tbe 
Arab World, tbe paper noted. 

The white paper has openly 
disclosed that Egypt, among 
other Arab states, have been 
pushing tbe United States and 
its allies to launch aggression 
on Iraq. 

Instead of keeping quiet 
over its shameful actions, toe 
Egyptian regime has opimed 
fire on Jordan and its lead- 
ership which have been striving 
to protect Arab interests and 
prevent the presence of foreign 
forces in Arab tend, the paper 
added. 

A columnist m Sawt AJ 
Shaab said that tbe Egyptian 
leadership is reverting to lies 
' and false accusations in its cur- 
rent propaganda campaign 
a gains t Jordan which has taken 
a strong national stand in tbe 
face of the U.S.-led aggression 
on Iraq. Jihad Al Momani said 
i that the Jordanian whitepaper 
has exposed toe treachery of 
: President Hosni Mubarak and 
his regime against toe Arab 


Nation and has provided evi- 
dence that Egypt was behind 
the campaign on Iraq for toe 
sake of ensuring continued 
flow of U.S. dollars from the 
Gulf states. 

Another columnist said that 
it was Jordan which paved the 
way for Egypt to return to the 
' Arab fold after being ostra- 
cised by tbe Arab World for 10 
years following tbe signing of 
its treaty with farad. Abdul 
Rahim Omar said it was a 
_ mistake on the part of Jordan 
'which has now discovered that 
Egypt wanted to return to the 
Arab fold in order to lead the 
conspiracy against Iraq. 

Under Mr. Mubarak and his 
regime, said the writer, Egypt 
has been transformed into toe 
voice of tbe U.S. -Israeli 
alliance and a tool to imple- 
ment Zionists’ goals in tbe 
Arab World. 

Sawt Al Shaab daily turned 
its attention to the situation 
arising from the lack of coor- 
dtotfw among Arab count r i es 
in confrontation with Israel. 
Tbe paper said that as toe time 
for the peace conference "drew 
nearer toe Arab masses can see 
no coordination among the 
Arab countries with regard to 
the agenda and tbe topics to be 
discussed. Furthermore,. it 
| said, the PLO has not yet 
readied a final position with 
regard to the peace confer- 
ence, rendering the Arab 
; countries ’ ! position weak and 
, ineffective. 

Since me Arabs want a just 
and honourable peace, the 
paper sad, they ought to work 
.for it. lest Israel or toe Bush 
' administration destroy the last 
chance for such a historic de- 
velopment. 

Echoing this view was Taber 
' Al UdWan who writes for Al 
. Dustoir daily. The writer said 
1 that tbdate, the people in the 
street know nothing about toe 
, nature' of the coming confer- 
! mice which has been called for 
by James Baker during his tour 
; of the Arab states. If tbe com- 
ing conference is a good thing 
for tbe Arabs , the time has 
. come for tbe Arab masses to 


be informed of its terms of 
reference and its objectives, 
toe writer added. 

He said that the time has 
come for the Arab leaders to 
confront the situation with 
courage and to rise to the level 
of responsibility in dealig with 
toe facts on the ground. 

A columnist in Sawt Al 
Shaab was critical of the coo- 
fficting statements by toe lead- 
ers of toe PLO. Salameh 
Ekour noted that while the 
PLO leadership has shown 
tendency to send an indepen- 
dent delegation to the peace 
conference, voices from within 
the PLO leadership have been 
• advocating otherwise. The wri- 
ter said that at sometime we 
hear PLO calls for a joint 
delegation with the Jordanians 
and at another we hear the 
PLO wanting a joint Arab de- 
legation grouping the PLO, 
Jordan and Syria. 

What should be dear to all, 
be said, is that any delegation 
going to the conference should 
be approved by the PLO 
.whether the talks are to be 
conducted through a joint de- 
legation or not The writer 
urged toe PLO to reach a 
speedy solution to tins issue. 

A writer in Sawt AI Shaab 
daily bemoans toe educational 
i situation in Jordan. Ahmad 
Dabbas said that it had become 
common knowledge that the 
educational standards in Jor- 
dan are deteriorating and that 
ton year’s Tawjibi examina- 
tions have given prominence to 
tins fact 

This year the government is 
burdened with toe arrival of 
i 70,000 expatriate children who 
have been admitted to govern- 
ment schools costing the conn- 
: try mflfions of extra dinars for 
their education, tbe writer 
noted. He said that what is 
, needed at the moment was an 
' improvement of the employ- * 
meat condition of teachers and 
, closer cooperation between 
! schools and the parents so that 
t the country can produce a gen- 
! eration. of educated young men 
i and women able to serve their 
; country. 


A columnist in Al Dustour 
drew attention to toe de- 
teriorating health services in 
government-run hospitals and 
health centres. Ahmad J amil 
Shaker said that the return to 
Jordan of thousands of expatri- 
ates has placed additional bur-4 
dens on the Ministry of Health 
in general and on toe Al Bashir 
hospital in particular because 
this hospital offers services to 
76 per cent of toe capital’s 
residents. Tbe writer called on 
the government to set up other 
hospitals in Amman to offer 
services at cost price since most 
of the people of Jordan are not 
able to pay for their medical 
treatment at private hospitals. 

Ahmad Al Dabbas, who 
writes for Sawt Al Shaab. said 
that Jordan is facing a human 
tragedy with toe return of 
300,000 expatriates from 
Kuwait and Gulf countries. 
The writer said that the world 
community ought to extend a 
helping hand to the Kingdom . 
to enable it to cope with the 
new burdens and the United 
States ought to stop its press- 
ure on the national economy, 
the Kingdom, he said, is trying 
to offer humanitarian assist- 
ance to the expatriates, but its 
efforts are being hampered by 
hostile forces and aggressive 
attitudes on toe part of the 
United States. 

A writer in Al Ra’i daily 
focused attention on the Jorda- 
nian writers and said they suf- 
fer because toe literary move- 
ment is not attracting the pub- 
fac mterot due to toe faet that 
toe official information circles 
faffed to help promote the 
cultural movement in a proper 

ef ? e £i lve manner. 
Mahmoud Shuqiar said that 
itoeJordaman writers and au- 

■ toors shoulder the burden of 
tavmg to cover toe cost of 
publishing thyrir work, a bnr- 
den that could be taken over 

: the offiaaJ information circles 

and tamed out at minimum 
- 5?“* ^ he -'^ rrtcr blamed 

toeu^erahes for their frSmS 

W give support to the Jord* 

■ man writers and the Kteranr 
movement in Jordan. ^ 
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A pharmacy in downtown Baghdad 


By Barbara Nimri Aziz 

AN elderly man stands at the 
door of a pharmacy in Bagh- 
dad holding a small box of 
medicine. It’s empty. He 
points it inquiringly in the 
direction of die druggist. As if 
fcnowng die reply, he remains 
at the doorway until the drug- 
gist sees him. 

The response of the man 
behind the counter is aD too 
familiar. “Sony. No more 
left.” He tries to smile as he 
shakes his. head. The would-be 
customer also smiles, then dis- 
appears into die street. To 
every inquiry, Mr. Kurdy, the 
dtuggjst, manages to reply pa- 
tiently, as if things were nor- 
mal, as if he hadn’t turned 
away 30 customers before Mm 
this morning. 

‘Tve nothing to sell,” he 
confides, nodding towards the 
shelves. Not only are they 
practically empty, I notice they 
are dusty as well. What sits 
there may well be empty 
boxes, as in a display window. 

Every day, since the bomb- 
ing stopped, Mr. Kurdy, ar- 
rives in Rashid Street and 
opens his shop. “I offer what 
little I have,” be shrugs. He’s a 
tall man, and be is terribly 
weary looking. 

It is May now, nine months 
since the boycott against Iraq 
began. Medicines were to be 
excluded from the U.N. 
embargo. 

Mr. Kurdy had reopened his 
shop soon after the bombing 
ceased, in early March. De- 
spite having littie to sell, he 
needed to get out of the bouse, 
to determine something in his 
life, however minor. 


Those six weeks, while the 
bombs rained over his city, all 
the family stayed indoors, as if 
imprisoned. Going to. work 
meant driving all the way into 
town from his Mansour house, 
a trip made not without some 
sacrifice. At the time, the pet- 
rol ration was 30 litres per car 
for 20 days. But Mr. Kurdy 
had to get out. He would pool 
with another shopkeeper. Ev- 
ery other day they used Mr. 
Kurdy’s car and this way they 
got through the 20 days. 

At the pharmacy, the first 
job was repairing the windows 
and glass cabinets. Everything 
was smashed by the shudder of 
the earth and the crying sky 
during those days and nights of 
bombing. “You’ve heard 
bombs like that, haven’t you,” 
Mr. Kurdy asked me wryly. 

He knew I hadn’t. 

He didn’t want to talk about 
what was happening to his 
country. Even my most friend- 
ly querries, be countered with 
anger. 

He didn’t ask about bis fami- 
ly in the States. So I began. 
“They are worried; they were 
unable to phone...” He broke 
in. Turning to me he said: 
“Phones, you have phones in 
America?" I tried to smile. But 
I knew it was no joke. 

A year before, I was in 
Baghdad to see this family and 
to celebrate with them. Mr. 
Knrdy’s eldest daughter Mona 
bad married that mouth. It was 
a love marriage, finally consu- 
mated when, after two years, 
this sceptical, proud father 
gave the couple bis blessing. 
Then things were going well. 
Yasser, the boy, was hopeful 
abourt getting a job in the 


department; be bad 
studied agriculture but prefer- 
red forestry. The youngest girl 
was preparing tor her high 
school finals and everyone 
knew she would excel.. 'The 
war with Iran left no casualties 
in this family. The Kurdys had 
reason to feel optimistic. 

Finally, Mr. Kurdy offered 
me a stool and sat me in front 
of die standing fan in the mid- 
dle of die shop. He had fallen 
silent again, so I continued. I 
recalled bis J youngest girl's 
preoccupation with her exams 
last year. Was she well? I 
asked. Mr. Kurdy turned to 
me. “We are starving. All of 
us,” he added. He glared 
directly into my eyes. 

I was relieved when another 
customer came in and the old 
man got up to look at the paper 
he held in his hand. The drug- 
gist once again shook his head. 
He moved to resume his seat 
beside me. Again someone 
stood in the doorway of the 
shop. Walking inride, he too 
offered a piece of paper to the 
proprietor. 

My eyes stayed on the young 
man. He was a soldier’s age. 
His thick brown hair was dip- 
ped with the same exactness as 
every soldier I’d ever seen in 
the country. He wore a tropical 
suit, soft blue in colour. On his 
feet were black sandals. 

. Against his chest, be held his 
right arm, as if it were hurting. 
With his free left hand he reach, 
around to his trouser pocket 
and pulled out an empty vial. 
“Do you have this as well?”, 
he asked as he passed it to my 
friend. Mr. Kurdy walked be- 
hind the counter, reading the 
label as be passed by. 


The handsome face of the 
customer fixed on me for a 
moment, then turned inward. 
IBs arm was sm ar t i n g. He 
clutched it tenderly as if it were 
a child he was urging to be 
patient. 

A fresh, dean bandage of 
simple, white gauze was wrap- 
ped several times around his 
right wrist. I found myself rat- 
able to turn my eyes away. 

Below the wrist there was 
nothing. He had no hand. 

When Mr. Kurdy came over 
to the' hanflea man, he offered 
him a box of medicines. About 
the prescription on the paper, 
be' said nothing. I saw the 
young man didn’t want to go. 
He needed to talk, perhaps. 

He ‘held his arm out to the 
older man, to introduce the 
subject, as if Mr. Kurdy hadn’t 
seen it. Perhaps it disturbed 
him that the* druggist bad not 
noted the newly wrapped 
stunfp. 

“I was in Karbala for some 
days,” he volunteered, “and 
this is what I got there.” 

Mr. Kurdy did not com- 
ment. 

Karbala is the holy city of 
south Baghdad. Along with 
Najaf it was the centre of a civil 
rebellion. News reporters cal- 
led it the Shiite uprising. It 
erupted after the allied bomb- 
ing ended and it went on for 
some 20 days until government 
troops had crushed the rebels. 

With his deanly bandaged 
stump, the soldier now lifted 
the shirt of his suit and with the 
re maining hand be pnshed his 
waistband down an inch or so. 
“Here is one ballet hole.” he 
pointed to the mark on his 
skin. Leaving this, he next 


raised his shirt slightly. “Here 
is another. They did three op- 
erations on me altogether.” 

He was ready to talk on, I 
could tell. But Mr. Kurdy said: 
“Aycb (shame), put your shirt 
down. HI try to get you *har 
medicine.” 

The soldier nodded to me as 
he left. The older man seemed 
relieved that be was finally 
gone. 

When the druggist took his 
seat, he said nothing about the 
incident I had just witnessed; 
be knew I had followed the 
conversation. I doubted be 
would even tell bis wife or a 
colleague what had happened 
today. 

The pharmacist is a lean 1 
man; all his children are tall 
like him, I remembered. Still. I 
could see he was thinner this 
year. This I noticed of every 
Iraqi I had met before. Middle 
class people, they ate and 
drank weQ, normally. In the 
past, Mr. Kurdy, like his com- 
patriots, had enjoyed an occa- 
sional whisky. 

“There is nothing to eat,” he 
said, finally. 

If someone had a coin to buy 
a cigarette or a cold drink, or a 
smaB glass of tea with sugar, 
they were happy. Generally it 
was simply one shopkeeper 
buying from another. 

All of them are now into the 
routine of coming to their 
shops by ten, and they stay 
until sunset. No one knows 
bow long the embargo will go 
on. 

Barbara Nimri Aziz is an 
anthropologist and writer 
based in New York . 


Azerbaijan republic declares independence 


(Conttoned from page 1) 

Mr. Krumins said he under- 
stood Mr. Yeltsin had come to 
discuss issues related to inde- 
pendence, and that details of the 
writ were being kep secret for 
security reasons. 

Lithuania announced that it 
has signed an agreement with the 
Soviet KGB to allow joint Soviet- 
Lithuanian patrols of the border 
with Poland. 

The protocol for the first time 
will permit visitors to enter 
Lithuania without a Soviet visa, 
said Lithuanian Defence Mnnstet 
Aodrius Butkevitius. 

Meanwhile, the Soviet Olym- 
pic Committee in Moscow en- 
dorsed bids by all three Baltic 
republics to restore their inde- 
pendent status in die Olympic 
Games. And in the Latvian capit- 
al, Riga, there was dismay about 
the U.S. reluctance to recognise 
their independence. 

Lithuania ' is the second Baltic 
nation after Lativa to set up joint 
partrois with the Soviets. Esto- 
nia's parliament Thursday also 
voted to create its own customs 
agency to control its borders. 

Soviet customs and border 
guards duties are controlled by 
the KGB. 

In other development s , TASS 
said Friday that authorities 
Thursday night arrested sus- 
pended legislature Speaken 
Anatoly Lukyanov, who is ac-’ 
cosed of having had a role in the 
coup attempt 

The Supreme Soviet legislature 
Thursday stripped Mr. Lukyanov 
of his parliamentary immunity 
and voted to have him arrested 
and charged with treason, which 


is punishable by death. Mr. 
Lukyanov, a former law school 
colleague of Mr. Gorbachev’s, 
has denied any role in the coup 
(see page 8). 

The national legislature Thurs- 
day formally knocked out the 
central pillar of power that bet- 
rayed the Soviet president last 
week. The Supreme Soviet voted 
to suspend the Soviet Communist 
Party's activities nationwide and 
freeze its bank accounts. 

The ban was temporary, pend- 
ing an investigation of the party’s 
role in the coup. But the suspen- 
sion was a death knell for the 
once-mighty organisation whose 
arms for seven decades reached 
into nearly every aspect of life. 

It followed an avalanche of 
resignations by Communists and 
bans on party activity in many 
republics. 

Mr. Gorbachev and Mr. Yelt- 
sin, who are governing the Soviet 
Union under a vague power-shar- 
ing pact, both sent representa- 
tives to Kazakhstan Thursday af- 
ter receiving reports of the de- 
monstrations there. 

Meanwhile, the Baltic repub- 
lics, which have signed treaties 
with Russia securing their bor- 
ders, basked in international 
attention as the foreign ministers 
of France and Sweden arrived to 
reestablish ties broken by 50 
years of Soviet role. 

The Ukraine earlier Thursday 
forestalled a potentially danger- 
ous rift with Russia by signing a 
landmark military and economic 
alliance that bypassed the Krem- 
lin. But Ukrainian leaders plan- 
ned to create their own army 
anyway. 

A Ukrainian army is needed to 


defend against “a revival of Rus- 
sian imperialist thinking,” said 
lawmaker Stepan Khmara. 

“Only when the Soviet army is 
broken up mil be able to say tbc 
empire has died,” said Mr. 
Khmara, a former political pris- 
oner. 

In a radio address, Mr. Yeltsin 
said his government was in con- 
trol of events in the country 12 
days after the short-lived coup 
was launched. 

Mr. Yeltsin said he was main- 
taining contacts with Mr. Gor- 
bachev and all republic leaders. 
He said the central' government 
would be pared down to an admi- 
nistrative centre with strictly li- 
mited powers “for the coordina- 
tion of economic reform, for the 
armed forces, the nuclear poten- 
tial and others.”' 

In another apparent sign Mr. 
Yeltsin was trying to dispel con- 
cern over his policies, TASS re- 
ported that Pravda will resume 
publishing Saturday as an inde- 
pendent newspaper rather than 
the mouthpiece of the Commun- 
ist Party. 

Mr. Yeltsin had suspended it 
because of its support for the 
failed coup, and the paper had 
not appeared since Aug. 23. Cri- 
tics said the suspension was un- 
democratic. 

French Foreign Minister Ro- 
land Dumas visited Lativa and 
Estonia Friday, a day after 
announcing France will open an 
embassy in Vilnius and set aside 
land for a Lithuanian embassy in 
Paris. 

Swedish Foreign Minister Sten 
Andersson flew to the Estonian 
capital, Tallinn, Thursday to 
open the first Western embassy. 


Iraq denounces Kuwaiti charges 


(Continued from page 1) 


was a “dear infringement of Un- 
ited Nations and Arab League 
resolutions and a blatant viola- 
tion” of the Gulf war ceasefire. 

Western sources in Kuwait 
asserted that if Iraqi soldiers were 
involved then they were 


apparently seeking to scavenge 
ammuni tion abandoned there 
when they withdrew from Kuwait 
in late February. 

He warned that the “Iraqi” 
action, “may have a direct nega- 
tive impact on the peace atmos- 
phere in the region and conse- 
quently lead to a fresh escalation 
of the situation.” 


‘Bessmertnykh backed coup’ 


(Continued from page 1} 


Mr. Pankin told Soviet televi- 
sion Thursday that be win 
stick to the line “formulated by 
the lawful leadership of the coun-' 
tzy. And of coarse healing those 
most heavy wounds which were 
inflicted on our foreign policy by 
the putsch.” 

Asked to encapsulate his poli- 
cies, be said: ‘To join the world 
of avjfised nations.” Mr. Gor- 
bachev and Mr. Shevardnadze 
have expressed similar goals. 

“All these years, I have fol- 
lowed the foreign policy known' 
as the course of Gorbachev- 
Sbevardnadze,” Mr. Pankin said 
in a separate interview published 
by the newspaper Izvestia. 

Mr. Shevardnadze told the in- 
dependent Interfax news agency 
that Mr. Gorbachev did not con- 
sult him before appointing Mr. 
Pankin. 

Western diplomats described 
morale in the Soviet Foreign 
Ministry as low, and said that 
many Soviet foreign service offic- 
ers expected cuts of up to 50 per 
cent in the staff as power flows to 


Russia and other republics. 

Even before the coup, the Rus- 
sian Federation government had 
posted its own diplomats in 
Soviet embassies in Washington 
and some other capitals, and Rus- 
sian officials have spoken of send- 
ing more envoys abroad. 

“Now there is a change in the 
weight of forces in foreign affairs 
between -the centre and the re- - 
publics,” said Andrei Zyrianov, a 
spokesman for the Russian Fed- 
eration Foreign Ministry. 

Mr. Zyrianov said the appoint- 
ment of Mr. Pankin and the 
foreign policy that win grow out 
of last week’s failed coup wfll be 
“better for all the world, except 
for a very few totalitarian regim- 
es.” 

He expected Mr. Pankin to 
concentrate on improving rela- 
tions with the United States “first 
of all” and wife Western Europe. 

Mr. Pankin is not & profession- 
al foreign service officer and his 
early career revolved around the 
communist youth organisation, 
die Komsomol. He was posted to 
Prague to sort out relations with 
the democratic government that 
took power there in 1989. 


Co mmunis t textbook to . 
publish last look at communism 


By Laura Myers 
The Associated Press 

STANFORD, California — The 
yearbook on international com- 
munist affairs is being consigned 
to the dustbin of history. 

This year’s 25th anniversary 
edition will be the last, its editors 
say-communism just isn’t that in- 
teresting anymore. 

“We recognise the time has 
come to quietly pot die yearbook 
away. It’s no longer needed,” 
said, Margit Grigory, managing 
editor of foe volume published by 
foe Hoover Institution on war, 
revolution and peace, a conserva- 
tive think tank at Stanford Uni- 
versity. 

When foe Berlin wall came 
down in 1989, foe book’s editors 
“could see the writing on the 
wall, as it were,” Ms. Grigory 
said Tuesday. 

The decision to end publication 
.with the 1991 edition’s release in 
October was made several 
months before last week’s coup 
and foe disintegration of foe 
Soviet Union. The last edition 
will cover 1990 events.. 

“Unhappily, the yearbook will 
be somewhat out of date by foe 
time it -appears,” Mr. Grigory 
said. “But happily, it's a sign that 
the ideology behind what was in 
foe yearbook has disappeared.” 


The Hoover Institution isn’t 
alone in rethinking its 
co mmu nism-related writings. Hie 
upheaval in the Soviet Union has 
authors, scholars, publishers and 
map makers worldwide scramb- 
ling to keep up with the revolu- 
tionary changes. 

“It becomes kind of a horse 
race to see who can hold off going to 
foe printer foe longest , and in- 
dude foe latest information,” 
said Katie Vignery, an executive 
editor with Harcourt Brace Jova- 
novkfa Inc. in Austin, Texas. The 
publisher is busy revising its 
world history textbook for high 
schools. 

Rand Mcnally of Skokie, Hi., 
foe world’s largest commercial 
map maker, has developed sever- 
al contingency plans to cope with 
upheaval in the Soviet Union and 
Yugoslavia. The question is when 
to go to press. 

If many of the Soviet republics 
and sections of Yugoslavia do 
attain independence, said Rand 
Mcnally Spokesman Conroy 
Erickson, “we potentially have 
the most sweeping changes in foe 
■nap and the most complicated 
one since the large numbers of 
countries became independent 
from. their colonial overseers in 
Africa in the .1950s and 1960s.” 

The Hoover Institution’s year- 
book began in 1966 with a 765- 


volume, about 100 pages 
bigger than this year’s edition. 
With 2,000 copies published each 
year, it is abestseflerfor foe think 
tank. 

The Hoover Institution has stu- 
died communism since 1919, two. 
years after foe Bolshevik revolu- 
tion, and claims the largest collec- 
tion in tire world of documents 
related to war and revolution. 

Its yearbook, which sells for 
S59, does not include photos of 
communist leaders and is a fairly 
dry read. 

M We try to put the communist 
parties in each country in con- 
text,” Mr. Grigory said. “We talk 
about the party itself, the rela- 
tionship to its own government 
and international contacts. 

The yearbook had 85 contribu- 
tors gathering facts on ruling and 
non-ruling communist parties in 
125 countries in 1990. 

Raymond Garth off, a senior 
fellow in Foreign Policy Studies 
at the Brookings Institute in 
Washington, said the yearbook 
was the Bible for scholars seeking 
information on communism 
throughout the world. 

But he added, “the communist 
movement has essentially evapo- 
rated, so it's appropriate to close 
down foe yearbook. The com- 
munist countries left are hardly 
worth such dose study.” 
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ALWAYS CHOOSE 
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PACKING, AIR FREIGHT 
FORWARDING. DOOR-to 
DOOR SERVICES AND 
DELIVERIES , CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE , TICKETS 
AND. RESERVATIONS. 


Many villas and apartments] 
are available for rent and} 
sale - furnished or unfur-l 
nlshed. 

|* Also many lots of land are] 
available for sale. 

For further details, piease| 
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: The first A best 
- Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Mai Amman, near 
‘ Ahliyyah Girls School 
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Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

7:00 - Midnight 
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CH/NESEi ‘ 
CUISINE 
elegant 

colorful atmosi 

moderate prices 
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Amman’s 

r exclusive gift shop 1 

Italian shoes, 
leather goods, 
perfumes, lighters, 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 

Shmeisanl - Grind) ays Bank Bldg. 
Tell 669 457 


' CHEN’S > 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbtque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00- 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight y 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality m 
1 Hour Servicfe 
Develop ybor colour film at 
our shop and get:- 

• JUMBO photo 
sb* 30% torpor 
m prgtm ootmrmo- 


Shmdsam - Opp. Grindlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 . 
Sweficfa tel: 823891 
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MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special (Sine* Foods 
SUM Chinese Chefs 

{open IJ.3Q.J J0 & 6.W-II JO duly | 

nta wmty k mMk 

Wadi Saqra foset 
near Phdadolphia Hotel 

| T1 Ml 822. Am man 
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LOOKING 
FOR A PLACE 
TO RENT IN 
WEST AMMAN 

CALLSOHA 
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for the hrsl time in Jordan 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air , Sea and Land 

Agents rt twer the watt 

Tel: 664090 
Fax: 690852 
*.O.Box 926487 Ammar 


1 


The InWflXs 1 1 


Russia 


Two shows odor at 330 and 8:30 p-m \ 
Tia AlAS . the thAnrshy 
Hospital bridge 



Let Aramex Air Cargo 

take caie of the works. 

Door to Door 


Call the friendly 
professionals on 

! 660507 or 660508 


The First Class Hotel fb 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room.-! 


IIAl’OTEL 

iU2<|ljla 


Amman -Tel. 668193 
P.O.' Box 9403 - Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTLJO 

Ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and 
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American breaks world’s oldest 
record with mighty long jump 


TOKYO (R) — American Mike 
Powell broke the oldest indi- 
vidual world record in the books 
Friday with a mighty long jump of 
8.9S metres on the sixth day of 
the World Athletics Cham- 
pionships. 

Powell flew past the marker 
denoting Bob Beamon’s mark of 
8.90 metres set at high altitude at 
the 1968 Mexico Olympics with 
his fifth jump in the men’s final. 

In an astonishing competition 
on a warm , humid evening Powell 
also handed defending champion 
Carl Lewis his first defeat in 10 
years. 

Lewis, who also exceeded 
Beamon's mark with a wind- 
assisted 8.91 metres, had won 65 
consecutive competitions since 
1981. 

Initially attention was focused 
on Lewis, who was obviously 
determined to try to break a 
record some experts had pre- 
dicted would last into the next 
century. 

He edged past Beamon’s re- 
cord with bis fourth jump assisted 
by a following wind 2.9 metres a 
second, above the allowable limit 
of two metres a second. 

But then Powell forced his way 
into the picture with a 
tremendous leap which also 
looked past Beamon’s record. 

His initial elation turned into 
dejection when the judges ruled 
that he had overstepped the 
takeoff board. 

The 27-year-old Olympic silver 
medallist made no such mistake 
with his fifth attempt. 

Aided by a slight following 
wind of 0.3 metres a second he 
raced down the runway, took off 
and seemed to hang in the air for 


an eternity before landing well in 
front of Beamon’s mark. 

Lewis gave everything he bad 
with his fifth and sixth efforts, 
recording 8.87 and 8.84 metres 
but they were only good enough 
for second place. 


Before Friday only Beamon 
and Soviet Robert Emnriy an had 
ever jumped over 8.80 metres. 

POwefi raced down the track 
and back again when the distance 
was flashed on the scoreboard. 

He then leapt in the air and 
waved bis right fist. 

When he finally calmed down 
Powell told reporters: “This was 
a dream come true. 

“I jumped the way I had plan- 
ned and it’s like living a dream. 

“The runway was so fast. 

“When Carl came up for his 
last jump I honestly thought he 
would beat me — I hope he lets 
me keep the record for a little 
while. 


“When I jumped 8.54 I was 
just striding. I knew then I was 
ready for the big one.*’ 

Lewis, struggling to conceal his 
disappointment, said: “He had 
the best jump of his life. 

“This has been the best com-, 
petition of my career." 

Almost unnoticed in the fever- 
sih excitement surrounding the 
long jump, the women’s field 
assembled for the 200 metres 
final. 

Rain, which had held off for 
the duration of the long jump 
final, began to foil as Jamaica’s 
Meriene Ottey prepared to 
avenge her defeat by German 
Katrin Krabbe in the 100 final. 

However, in a repeat of that 
race, Ottey could manage only 


third behind Krabbe and Amer- 
ican Gwen Torrence and col- 
lapsed to the track in bitter dis- 
appointment after the race. 

Krabbe held a slight advantage 
at the curve then pulled away 
steadily in die straight. 

Ottey, realising she was 
beaten, faded badly over the final 
few metres allowing Torrence to 
repeat her 100 metres silver med- 
al performance. Krabbe docked 
22.09 seconds, Torrence 22.16 
and Ottey 22.21. 

Liz Mccolgan won Britain's 
first gold medal of the cham- 
pionships with a runaway wm in 
the women’s 10,000 metres. 

The Olympic silver medallist 
moved doggedly to the front and 
burned off all her potential chal- 
lengers to win by more than 20 
seconds from Chinese Zhong 
Huandi. 

Another Chinese, Wang Xiut- 
ing, took the bronze.' 

In other events, Dan O’Brien 
won the decathlon with the third 
highest total ever, 8,812 points, 
giving die United States the lead 
in gold and overall medals. 

O’Brien’s gold was the eighth 
for the Americans, one more 
than the Soviets, and 20th over- 
all, also one more than the 
Soviets. The championships con- 
dude Sunday. 

Britain's Daley Thompson set 
the decathlon record of 8.847 at 
the 1984 Olympics in Los 
Angeles. 

Michael Smith finished second 
behind O’Brien with 8,549, a 
Canadian national record, and 
Christian Schenk of Germany 
third with 8,394. 

O’Brien needed to ran the 


1,500 metres, last event of the 
decathlon, in 4-32.14 for a world 
record- However, a wet track 
slowed him to 437;50, still good 
enough to break Bruce Jenner’s 
American decathlon record of 
8.634 points set at the 1976 Olym- 
pics in Montreal. 

Lyudmila Narozhilenko of the 
Soviet Union took the women’s 
100 hurdles in 12.59. Gail 
Devere- Roberts of the United 
States finished second in 12.63 
and Natalya Grigoryeva of the 
Soviet Union was thud in 12.69. 

Soviet sprinter Irina Slyusar 
became the second athlete to fail 
a dope test at the World Athletics 
Championships, officials 
announced Friday. 

They said a urine sample taken 
after her 100 metres second 
round heat Monday, when she 
placed third, showed she had 
taken the substance Strychnine. 

Hie International Amateur 
Athletic Federation, (IAAF) said 
they had asked the Soviet Federa 
tion to suspend Slyusar from 
competition pending a hearing. 

The IAAF said Strychnine, a 
deadly poison which can be used 
as a stimulant in minute doses, 
would normally involve a three- 
month ban. 

Slyusar was eliminated in the 
semifinals of the 100 metres Tues- 
day when she finished sixth. 

On Thursday, the IAAF said 
American 800 metres runner De- 
lisa Floyd would be banned for 
four years for failing a dope test 
which showed she had taken 
amphetamines. 

U nlike amphetamines, stimu- 
lants do not fall under the IAAFs 
new rule increasing the automatic 
ban from two to four years. 


Panel to decide whether 
South Africa can join 
Gymnastics Championships 

i Kr wx. *««**■% k . 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
Whether South African athletes 
may compete in the World Gym- 
nastics Championships will not be 
decided until two days before the 
competition begins Sept. 6. an 
official has said. 

“We realise this is somewhat 
iacovenient for the South African 
athletes," said Mike Jacki, execu- 
tive director of the U.S. Gymnas- 
tics Federation. 

Jack! said the team was ex- 
pected to arrive in Indianapolis 
Friday, and the International 
Gymnastics Federation's execu- 
tive committee would would meet 
Wednesday to vote on whether 
they will be allowed to compete, 

- South Africa last appeared in 
the Gymnastics Championships 
in 1966 before it was banned from 
international competition be- 
cause of its apartheid system of 
racial discrimination. 

The international Gymnastics 
provisionally accepted the South 
Africans' application during a 
meeting last month in Amster- 


dam “with tile understanding that 
we were going to review the 
situation,’’ Jacki said. 

That decision followed the In 
ternational Olympic Committee’s 
(IOC) lifting of an Olympic com- 
petition ban after South Africa 
began dismantling apartheid. Hie 
ban must also be lifted by the 
governing bodies of each sport. 

“We were really caught off 
guard by the IOC decision," 
Jacki said, “ft would have been 
better if they had said there was a 
six-montb moratorium.” 

A month later, athletes began 
pouring into Indianapolis to pre- 
pare for the competition, which is 
qualifying event for the 1992 
Olympics. The top 12 teams will 
compete next year in Barcelona. 

“We just didn’t have enough 
time to properly respond. Tins is 
an extremely sensitive issue with 
significant political ramifica- 
tions," Jacki said. “We were just 
really put in a very awkward 
position." 


Taiwanese men, South 
Korean women bowlers win 


SINGAPORE (AP) — Taiwan 
won the five-member team event 
for men and South Korea cap- 
tured the gold medal for women 
at the World Tenpin Cham- 
pionships. 

Using their unorthodox "heli- 
copter spin" delivery, Taiwan's 
Y.C. Ma, Tang Chien Yi, Lin 
Chiao Hsiang, Lai Te Lin and 
Yang Cheng Ming had a 6,021- 
prnfall. The technique involves a 
lot of wrist action to send the ball 
spinning like a top down the lane, 
which spectators have likened to 
rotating helicopter blades. 

Making a strong overnight 


surge from 18th place, the Philip- 
pines finished second with 6,011 
pinfalls. The Netherlands was 
third with 5,968, followed by 
Sweden 5,949 and Finland 5,943. 

The South Korean team of 
Hong Hyun Suk, Lee Hae 
Myeong, Cho Mi Suk, Kim Yong 
Sun and Shin Mi Seon scored 
5,850 to win by a 66-pin margin 
over Finland in the women’s com- 
petition. 


Germany was third with 5,731, 
followed by the Netherlands 
5,672 and the United States 
5,654. „ 
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The bidding: 

South West North East 

2 4 Pass 3 4 Pass 

3 NT Pass 6 NT Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Ten of 4 
Dear Tan nab: 

As you know, heavy filming com- 
mitments have lhmted the amount 
of bridge I have been able to play. 
However, I thought our readers 
might like this hand from one of the 
few pair events I did manage to 
squeeze in. 

I was a little peeved that the op- 
ponents bad sidestepped a contract 

of six dobs— with Lbe two- do- trump 

opener to my right, 1 was confident 


of being able to take two trump 
tricks against that slam. Six oo 
trump, however, was another 
matter. 

I led the ten of spades, which 
declarer won in dummy to lead a 
dub. When my partner showed out, 
declarer rose with the ace and con- 
tinued with the queen. To cut a long 
story short, declarer, who had only 
11 tricks, deduced 1 was long is the 
black suits, so he finessed East for 
the queen of hearts and went down a 
trick. - 

We were lucky. Declarer should 
have made the Al«m- 

Wben East showed out on the 
first dub. declarer was right to rise 
with the ace in hand. But South 
-should then have continued with a 
low club. I cant win with the king 
without setting up the dub suit for 
declarer, so dummy's jack wins. 

With a second club trick in the 
bank, declarer can now set about 
developing three tricks in hearts in 
perfect safety. South comes to hand 
with a spade and leads a heart to the 
nine. Whether it wins or loses, de- 
clarer has three sure heart tricks in 
addition to four diamonds, three 
spades and two chibs. If the finesse 
does happen to kwe, oo return from . 
East can harm declarer. 


Old man of the U.S. 
Open keeps on rolling 


NEW YORK (R) — Jimmy Con- 
nors, the gritty old man of the 
U.S. Open did not disappoint his 
adoring audience as he rolled into 
the third round at the National 
Tennis Centre. 

Connors, who amazed even his 
most ardent followers with a stun- 
ning five-set comeback win Tues- 
day, had a much easier time in 
the second round as he swept 
bard-serving Dutchman Michiel- 
Schapers 6-2, 6-3, 6-2. 

The five-times open champion, 
who is four days away from his 
39th birthday, even took time to 
lead the crowd of nearly 20,000 in 
cheers as he celebrated his caref- 
ree victory. 

“It was a pretty good wave,” 
said Connors, who helped orches- 
trate the procession of standing 
fans by brandishing his racket as 
he turned full aide to lead the 
cheer. 


Connors took it upon himself 
to help keep the festive atmos- 
phere at Loins Armstrong Sta- 
dium alive since his match held 
none of the drama that marked 
his fust-round straggle against 
Patrick McEnroe. 

The big-serving bat slow- 
moving Schapers had little chance 


against Connors, whose vaunted 
return of serve nullified the 
Dutchman’s primary weapon. 

“I came out stiff and sore but i 
played better tonight." said Con- 
nors, who took four hours 18 
minutes to come back from two 
sets down in his opening match. 

“After playing Patrick and the 
kind of tennis I had to play, you 
can’t help but raise your game up 
a notch as you continue," Con- 
nors said. 

Connors broke Schapers serve 
six times, while losing his own 
just once in the 102-nrinute 
match. 

“His serve is not a damaging 
serve, not a swinging serve, ft 
comes in flat," Connors said ab- 
out the ease with winch be hand- 
led his opponent’s service. 

The one-sided night match vic- 
tory for Connors, whose ground- 
strokes bristled with power, mir- 
rored the results posted by most 
of the top men's players on an 
oppressively hot and humid day. 

One notable exception among 
the seeds was the victory 
achieved by lOtfa-seeded Karel 
Novacek of Czechoslovakia, who 
needed five sets to overcome 
Nano Marques of Portugal 6-7. 
7-6, 6-4, 3-6, 6*3. 


( German swimming empire 
is in decline after unity 


ATHENS (AP) — Esat Germany 
was considered the world’s swim- 
ming powerhouse, its athletes 
gliding through the water with 
nearly mechanical efficiency to 
win the lion's share of gold at 
international competitions. 

But east Germany no longer 
exists. And neither does German 
swimming supremacy. 

At the World Championships 
in Perth, Australia, held eight 
months ago, and the 20th Euro- 
pean championships, which 
finished Sunday, gave the sports 
world its first taste of Germany 
after reunification. 

What the world saw was the 
decline of the German swimming 
empire. 

In Perth, German men won 
just three gold medals, the 
women only one. In Athens, Ger- 
many won six gold medals, four 
in swimming and two in diving. 

By comparison, foe Soviet Un- 
ion, the former No. 2 on the 
continent, left the European 
(Aampiousbips with 16 gold med- 
als, nine coming from swimming 
events. 

“There were many mistakes 
made, serious mistakes," said 
Hans Hartogh, chief of the Ger- 
man swimming delegation. 

At the 1988 Olympics, Ger- 
mans won 12 gold medals, albeit 
all but two of them by east 
German women. 

In its last appearance as a 
country at foe 19th European 
championships in Bonn two years 
ago, east Germany won 15 gold 
medals in swimming, 14 of them 
by women. The only West Ger- 
man gold came in the men's 
400-metre freestyle relay. 

The east Germans have won 
the largest number of gold medals 
at European championships with 
a total of 142. After Sunday, the 
Soviet Union had 97 and Hun- 
gary 49 

“Reunification caused rifts be- 
tween the swimming federa- 
tions," said Kristir. Otto, a four- 
time individual gold medallist for 
east Germany at Seoul. South 
Korea. “One federation decides 
how, but another programmes. It 
is obvious they won’t all agree. 
The athletes had to change their 
programmes after (reunifica- 
tion)." 

Otto, a world record holder in 
the 100 freestyle who attended 
the Athens championships as a 
commentator for German televi- 
sion network and did not com- 
pete, added that a climate of 
prejudice exists between sports 
officials from the two former 


countries. 

“The battle over how many 
former east German coaches 
would come (to Athens) had a 
negative effect because only two 
came,” she said. Many of the 
swimmers in Athens were former 
east Germans. 

German swimming officials 
have not publicly explained ‘all 
the reasons behind what many 
people have simply termed “the 
crisis.” 

The crisis is real for such for- 
mer east German athletes as Nils 
Rudolph and Daniela Hanger. 
Rudolph dedicated his gold med- 
al in the 50-metre freestyle to his 
team. 

This medal is very important 
becuase there is a crisis in the 
team, so this medal will help," 
Rudolph said after breaking the 
European record. 

Hunger pot her hands together 
m prayer and wept openly after 
winning the 200-metre medley. 
She said her medal “is bound to 
build our team’s morale.” 

Many athletes privately say the 
cause of foe crisis is a shortage of 
funds for sports in the united 
Germany. 

“Governmental funds for sport 
are limited in the muted Ger- 
many,’’ said Michael Gross, the 
1988 Olympic 200 butterfly gold 
medallist. A former west German 
also known as the “Albatross,” 
Gross has won three Olympic 
gold medals, five World Cham- 
pionship golds and 10 European 
Championship golds. 

But foe money shortage is not 
the only reason for the decline. 

Some matters say the lack of 
government imposed discipline 
over the daily lives of east Ger- 
man athletes and the radical 
change in lifestyle has affected 
their performance. 

“Maybe it is because the east 
German athletes had some pri- 
vileges they no longer have. 
Maybe they are having problems 
adjusting to their new life,” Ger- 
man Swimming Federation Presi- 
dent Bodo Hollemann said. 

“We have had good swimmers 
for foe past 20 yean, but because 
of east Gentian doping they nev- 
er showed through,” said Gy orgy 
Zemplenyi, head of the Hunga- 
rian swimming delegation. 

Zemplenyi, who had two swim- 
mers break world and European 
records in Athens, added, “I 
have nothing against the German 
team, but after reunification we 
found out about the doping, and 
that was the reason for their 
success.” 


French driver escapes 
accident unhurt at Monza 


MONZA, Italy (AP) — French 
Formula One driver Olivier 
Grouillard badly damaged his 
FondmetaJ race car but escaped 
anhurt from a high-speed crash 
during tests for the Italian Grand 
Prix at the Monza Autodrome 
Thursday. 

The 32-year-old Frenchman 
went off a curve while moving at 
about 300 kph (186 mph), left the 
track and landed into foe sands 
and grass on the side of the 


course. 

“I actually flew off the track 
and the landing was violent," 
'explained Grouillard as he 
walked back to the pits. 

Tests of several teams were 
suspended temporarily following 
Groiriliard’s accident. 


McLaren-Honda, Wiliiaxns- 
Renaulr, Ferrari and several 
other teams are testing their cars 
at Monza for the Sept. 8 race. 


Peanuts 
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horoscope 


FORECAST FOR SATURDAY AUGUST 31, 1991 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer. Carruli Righter Foundation 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: Un- 
til late afternoon very difficult and 
delaying influences and tactics are 
likely to be used to prevent much 
from happening. By evening you 
tune in on what is best for you. 

ARIES: (March 22 to April 19) 
Make a point to do nothing that 
puts yon in an unfavourable light 
with anyone else today but you 
have a good chance to contact one 
in power. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) A 
tiresome condition can drag you 
down early but get it behind you 
once and for all time and then you 
are able to find new outlets open to 
you. 


GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) A 
day to make sure that you stick to 
good friends during die daytime 
and forget that financial condition 
that worries but tonight you can be 
very practical. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) You find you have all sorts 
of urges now to gain the good will 
of an official but don’t give any 
during suggestions or there will be 
problems. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) You 
have to be careful you do not get 
bogged down in projects so you 
mks a chance to get some new 
ideas that can be most helpful to 
you today. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) A fresh new interest in that 
amusement that used to mean so 


much *o you can bring yoo n*wh 
more in harmony and intone wrtb 
accepted modes of procedure. 

» rep* - (September 23 to October 
22) Whatever disagreement » 
going on between you and some 
member of your family and an 
associate should be cautiously 
sidestepped by you or you can ge? 
in trouble. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
ber 21) You have that need now to 
find out what your usual allies will 
do to roake your days more effi- 
cient so forget fun and prepare 
yourself for any problems. ^ 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to 
December 21) Your mind is fo- 
cused upon finances and you feel 
you do not have enough to get 
along but don’t despair as you get 
some good suggestions. 
CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 2D) Now you can use this 
day to show family during the 
daytime you can forget your own 
desires in going along with what 
others expect of you that if OK. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Whatever you would fflee to 
'do that does necessitate some „ 
different approach should be 2 
thought out with care and in the 
privacy of your mind. 

PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Make sure now that you do 
handle those various enigmas fac- 
ing you with courage ami a con- 
siderable amount of caution and all 
wfll work out 


Birth Stone for March: Aquamarine. 
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THE BETTER HALF. 


By Barnes 



"I like him. After all his violent exercises, he has 
finger-wiggling drjljqrus lazy buffs. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
la by Henri Arnold and Bob Lee 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one tetter to each square, to farm 
tour ordinary words. 


RUILD 


r ^ 

i 

r 



ARSYC 



LLH 


□ 



YAR 

!REL 

LJU 

_L 


lX 


A 


KOOCIE 





HE W AS CHAR6EP 
WJTH M&SAULTANP 
3ATTEKY'ON A COLO 
RAINY'NI^HT BUT 

HArrr to finc? 

HIMSELF HEK&. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Print answer here: £ 1 X 30 X 0 

(Answers tomorrow) 

t 

Answer Occupied his rrand on - the 


Saturday's | JUTTlWes: SJLKY ELUDE CHORUS DRAGON 
1 Answer Occupied his rmnd on - the way hon 
"WHAT HE SHOULD HAVE dunr 


home — 



ACROSS 
J Lie down on the 
job 

5 Performs 
9 Run away 
romantically 

14 Ms Sam ms 

15 Maritime: abbr. 

16 incoherent one 

17 Fiber knot 

18 Concerning 

19 Vaquero's rope 

20 Pasta party 
need* 1 

23 Phrase of 
comprehension 

24 151 

25 Searches 
thoroughly 

28 Tender 
3i Georgia — 

35 Showy shrub 
37 Sensed 

39 Court 

40 Large family 
circle’ 

43 Feminine suffix 

44 Serf 

45 — et-quarante 
(gambling 
game) _ 

46 Gusto 
48 Uncanny 

50 Was furious 

51 Double curve 
53 Daredevil 

Knievel 

55 Beauty counter 

SlOCk 7 

63 Km ol -19A' 

64 Engrossed 

65 Ring stone 

66 Stage direction 

67 Sheltered 

68 Nucha 

69 Honkers 

70 Cheryl or Alan 

71 Artie or George 


•*«*» Semen Inc 
41 Rxuna flnenqa 


8 Br. gun 

9 Actor Flynn 

10 — on 
laxagg orated) 

11 Ellipse 

12 Fountain or 


DOWN 
1 Funny Jay 
. 2 Me/vA® novel 

3 Surrounded by 

4 Liable to err 

5 Fragrant herb 

6 Pirogues 

7 Sod , 


13 Notable times 

21 Ancient ascetic 

22 Big cal ... 

25 Sp. City • 

26 Fresh air • 

27 Labyrinths 

29 Bid 

30 Kind of room 

32 "Danas ' name 

33 Adventure story 

34 Watered down 
36 Appraise 

38 Tower 

41 Single 

42 Eared seals 
47 Twits 

49 Barked... 

52 Stertorous 

Bound 

54 Cast abaft* 


yesterday's Puzzle Sohmri- 


roman BranTnnT 

Qfjan nnnaa 




mHSNn 1 


norm- racnpinn 1 

nn "n.«n!n 


55 Cassini of 
fashion 

56 Malacca 

57 !L cathodral 


l^fdog < 

62 Larga amount’ 


* 




; .iiZ 


LA 







GATT chief urges political Recession persists 

courage to match rhetoric Survey shows Americans 



JORDAN TIMES, SATURDAY, AUGUST 31, 1991 7 . 


GENEVA (AF) — Political cour- east European nations had suf- 
age must match political rhetoric feted “the initial economic pain," 
if ambitious efforts to reform the and lowered trade barriers in the 
international trading order are to expectation they would benefit 
succed, according to the head of from greater export access with 
the General Agreement on the conclusion of the Uruguay 
Tariffs and Trade (GATT). round. 

In a report, GATT Director- The 108-nation round, named 
General Arthur Dunkel said after (he country in which it was 
there was a '‘window of oppor- launched in 1986, should have 
tunity," to complete the Uruguay ended last December with 
round of trade talks this year accords to lower barriers to ex- 
provided negotiators showed a pons and extend fair trade rules 


“spirit of compromise." 

In his introduction to the re- 
port on GATT’s activities in 
1990, Mr. Dunkel said despite 
continuing stalemate at interna- 
tional level, individual countries 
had taken "fan-sighted trade poli- 
cy decisions,”! to liberalise their 
economic policies. 

He said minv developing and 

i . 

Swissremain 
world’s most 
insured people 

ZURICH;' (AP) — The Swiss 
remain thb world's most insured 


to previously uncovered areas 
like services such as banking. 

But a ministerial meeting in 
Brussels collapsed because of the 
refusal of the European Corn- 


Si nee December world leaders 
have repeatedly stressed the im- 
portance of the Uruguay round 
but have made no offers to break 
the agricultural deadlock. 

Talks resume mid-September 
after the summer break and nego- 
tiators at GATT headquarters 
face an uphill struggle if they are 
to strike the necessary deals by a 
new end-of-year target. 

A successful conclusion is 
widely believed necessary to 
boost sluggish trade growth and 
contribute to greater global 
prosperity. Experts say thar 
otherwise there will be an up- 
surge in protectionism and 


taking dim view of economy 


munity to accept dfastic cuts in damaging trade wars, 
farm subsidies demanded by the "We are still seeking a compre- 
United States and other food hensive and substantial package 
exporting nations. which will give all participants a 

The Europeans fear that mas- positive balance of benefits and 
sive cuts in agricultural supports concessions," Mr. Dunkel said, 
will threaten the existence of “It remains to be seen if, this 
their small but politically power- time round, political rhetoric is to 
fill farmers. The United States be complemented by political 


NEW YORK (AP) — Consumer 
confidence dipped lower in Au- 
gust as Americans still groped for 
signs of an economic revival, 
according to a survey by the 
Conference Board. 

The findings by the business- 
supported research group pro- 
vided little evidence of a recov- 
ery, despite some recent indica- 
tor that the American economy 
was on the rebound. 

The Conference Board said its 
consumer confidence index, 
which remained virtually un- 
changed in July, registered a 
slightly lower 76.3 in August. The 
index is based on a survey of 
5,000 American households. 

“The current level of the index 
has been historically associated 


— Consumer presumably rose following the months of 1990. 

lower in Au- coup's overthrow and the rein- The second-quarter drop 

till groped for statement of Soviet President marked a sharp revision from the 
omic revival. Mikhail Gorbachev, the Confer- government’s original estimare of 

jrvey by the ence Board said. a 0.4 per cent advance, which was 

The survey also showed Amer- greeted last month as evidence 
the business- icans planned on buying less and the economy was climbing out of 

t group pro- were less optimistic about future its first recession in eight years. 

x of a recov- employment conditions. For the __ 

recent indica- second month in a row. there were ' T™ re P° rt was 56611 as streng- 

ican economy, -fewer respondents who thought . thening the argument of some 
.d. I there will be more jobs in Fite who believe the eco- 


say such subsidies must be courage." he poinred out. ference Board' 

slashed by at least 75 per cent as The Geneva-based GATT is search Centre. 


The Conference Board said its come - 

consumer confidence index. U.S. economy contracted 

which remained virtually un- a slight 0.1 per cent annual rate 
changed in July, registered a ,n Apnl-June quarter, the 
slightly lower 76.3 in August. The government said W ednesday . 
index is based on a survey of doubt on whether the 

5,000 American households'. nsmon . has emerged from the 
“The current level of the index r6ce5SI011 - 
has been historically associated The Commerce Department 
with a sluggish economy." said said the gross national product, 
Fabian Linden, head of the Con- the most widely watched measure 
ference Board’s Consumer Re- of economic health, posted a 


they give European farmers an the sponsor of the Uruguay round 
unfair advantage on world mar- and also acts as a rule-book in 
kets. trade disputes. 


The survey found consumers 


third consecutive negative quar- 
ter. 

Economic activity slumped a 


taking a slightly rosier view of sharp 2.S per cent in the first 
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Algeria amends oil 

according to a survey. The i , . . . n • 

zunch-wdswi* Re. one of law to attract foreigners 

the worlds largest reinsurance G? 


companies, said that in 1989, the ALGIERS (R) — The Algerian tax authorities. 

Swiss spent $2,376 per capita on National Assembly has adopted Sonatrach's foreign partners, 
private / insurance cover. The amendments to the oil industry granted special fiscal status, will 
average 1 expenditure in Japan was law to help foreign exploration now be allowed a maximum 49 
$2,150 and in the United States, companies, primarily from the per cent share of output from new 
ranked, third, it was $1 ,817. Fin- United States and Japan, to avoid discoveries and pay 50 per cent of 
land, 'Sweden, Britain, the double taxation. taxes due on that. 

Netherlands and Germany foi- Under the old law. the state Energy Minister Nordine Ait 


Netherlands and Germany foi- Under the old law. the state 
lowed in that order, with expend- petroleum agency Sonatrach 
inures on premiums ranging between paid all taxes on behalf of its 
$1,426 and $1,250. In contrast, foreign partners in return for a 
the average private insurance share of output from new dis- 
cover in Italy and Spain averaged coveries. 

$400 or less. Poland, $2.40, and But American and Japanese 
Turkey, $8.0, figured at the lower companies found the payment 
end of the 54-country survey. was not recognised by their own 


Amman Financial Market 
trading weekly 


Following is a summary .of trading during last week and the previous 
week: 

An*. 24-28, Aug. 17-21 


now be allowed a maximum 49 
percent share of output from new 
discoveries and pay 50 per cent of 
taxes due on that. 

Energy Minister Nordine Ait 
Laoussine told the assembly the 
amendments would make the law 
more attractive to foreign inves- 
tors with whom Algeria was cur- 
rently negotiating 100 new con- 
tracts. 


current conditions but their hopes 
dimming for an improvement in 
the economy in the future. 

Economists consider the Con- 
ference Board's monthly report 
on consumer confidence an in- 
dicator of the economy's health 
because consumer spending 
accounts for two-thirds of the 
gross national product. The eco- 
nomy cannot rebound unless con- 
sumers step up their spending. 

The Conference Board said 
consumer confidence fell while 
the three-day Soviet coup was in 
progress early last week. The 
political turmoil increased con- 
sumer uncertainty about the eco- 
nomy. 

However, consumer sentiment 


quarter of this year and declined 
1.6 per cent in the last three 


nomy is in danger of lapsing into 
a so-called double-dip recession, 
in which a brief period of revival 
is followed by a fresh downturn. 

The department attributed the 
revision of its earlier estimate to 
weaker-than-ex peered produc- 
tion of goods for inventories and 
a more modest gain in consumer 
spending than first thought. 

The first change, on inventor- 
ies, could turn out to be a favour- 
able development for the eco- 
nomy. Lean inventories mean 
any pickup in sales will quickly 
translate into increased produc- 
tion at factories and eventually 
into more jobs. 


Luxurious Furnished Villa for Rent 

Consisting of 5 bedrooms, two sitting rooms, 2 salons and dining 
room. 2 kitchens. 4 bathrooms, basement with a table tennis, 
telephone and a garden. Annual rent. 

Preference to diplomatic missions. 

Telephone: 674B15 


We are looking for a small apartment, consisting of one 
bedroom, a salon and utilities, provided that its price does 
not exceed JD 8,000- JD 1 0.000. 

Pis. call 674815 


COMPLETELY FURNISHED FLAT 
FOR RENT 

Three bedrooms, two sitting rooms, dining room, separate 
central heating, telephone and garage. Excellent location 
between 4th and 5th Circles. 

For more details, please call owner # 674286 


DbIIj average 
Total volume 
Total shares 
No. Of contracts 


JD 828.456 
JD 4,142,278 
1,879,873 
3.364 


Sectoral trading: 


Industrial 

JD 2^55,233 
(54.4%) 

Financial 

JD 1,471,757 
(353%) 

Service 

(8.7%) 

Insurance 

(1.4%) 

Share price Index 

130.9 

No. of companies 

75 

Price movement (rise) 

17 

(Decline) 

40 

(Stable) 

18 


Aug. 17-21 | 

JO 643,348 
JD 3,216,539 
1,865,678 
2,694 


JD 2,031,933 
(63.2%) 
JD 583,919 
(15.7%) 

(17.5%) 


LONDON (R)— - Following are the buying and selling rates for 
feadiug^rld curtendes andgold against the dollar at midsesskm 
on tb To-4^ exchange and bullion markets Friday. 


One Staffing : 1.686W70 
One UJSL dollar , - 1.1418.15 
V -1.7405/10 - 
"1.9600/10 

- - V - - - - 1322005 

. - • 7 ": -35.77/82 ' 

. ■■-' r; 4- - \ - ■’ . -■:5:9075/912S 

- :• 1299/1300 

- v ; ,•£■*- 4 336.70/80 

. . - ?/. "• : .63170/3220 

•« - 6.8010/60 
• • ..V, j . 6.7185/7235 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Dentschemarfcs 
Dutch guilders 
■ Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 


TOKYO — Stocks closed broadly higher on hopes for looser 
credit here, but were slightly off highs as pre-weekend caution 
sent investors to the sidelines in late trade. The Nikkei rose 333.70 
points or 1.52 per cent to 22,335.87. 

FRANKFURT — Shares ended mixed to slightly tower in quiet 
trade. The 30-share DAX index fell five points to 1,65030. For 
the week it rose. 1.4 per cent or 23.26. 

ZURICH — Late baying in selected chemical stocks helped shares 
close mixed to slightly firmer. The all-share SPI index rose 0.9 to 
1.122.5. 

PARIS — The market ended at an 11 -week high. Buying linked to 
arbitrage with expiring options and futures helped support prices. 
The C AC-40 index dosed up 6.52 at 1,864.26. 

LONDON — Shares finished at a record closing high and a 
fraction off the intra-day record despite losses on Wall Street. The 
FTSE 100 index closed up 7.5 at 2,645.7, also the high for the day. 
NEW YORK — Blue chips traded at the day’s lows in midday 
activity, depressed by a round of futures- related selling and weak 
bond prices. Hie Dow was down 16 at 3,033. 


FURNISHED FLAT 

One bedroom, sitting and dining room, with central 
heating, and a terrace. 

Location: Jabal Al-Webdeh beside Terra Sancta College. 

Call: 624080 


EXECUTIVE BUSINESS CENTRE 
YOUR OFFICE IN AMMAN 

☆ Fully staffed and equipped offices 

☆ Secretarial assistance 

☆ Meeting room facilities 

☆ Business information 

☆ Short term and long term 

Your business operations can start immediately 
Tel.: 693997/8 Fax: 694187 


SUPER DELUXE VILLA 


Composed of two floors, having separate entrances. 
Land area 900 m 2 , building area 700 m z . Built by half 
barrel stones & super deluxe finishing. Contains 7 
bedrooms, 6 bathrooms and one jacuzzi bathroom, 
fully equipped American kitchen, electric doors & 
shutters, central antenna. Nicely arranged garden 
with external lighting. 

Located in Sweifieh on two streets. 

For more Information call tel.: 821387 




Nabil Mashinf 


Shim; 1230. 3:30, *30, (0:30 p.m. 


Laila Elwf, Ahmad Budeir 
Mamdouh Abdul Alim . 
in 

HUSH 


(Arabic) 

Show. 3-J0. 6 JO, 8J0 p.m. 


INTERNATIONAL COMMUNITY SCHOOL 
THE BRITISH CURRICULUM SCHOOL IN 
AMMAN 

W© take children between the ages of 4-11 years and are the 
only school in Amman to offer the full British curriculum, adapting 
it to the needs of the International Community. Our language of 
instruction is English, with specialist support for non-English 
speakers. French and Arabic languages also offered. 

AH our staff are U.K. qualified. The school provides a pleasant, 
stimulating environment and care is taken to meet the needs of 
each individual child. 

Places are still available for the Autumn term - commencing 8th 
September. 

NURSERY CLASS We are also pleased to announce a 
nursery class for 3-4 years olds. Registrations now being taken. 
School office open dally from September 1st. 

Address: P.O.Box 2002, 

Kfiflda, Amman, 

Telephone: 841070 


6n the occasion of the anniversary of His 
Majesty King Hussein’s accession to the throne,, 
the Central Bank of Jordan announces the- 
opening of the Numismatic Museum located at its 
premises as from September 1st 1991. 

Open daily 9 a.m. - 1 p.m. 
except Tuesdays and Fridays 


FDR RENT 

In a very distinguished location 
for diplomatic missions within three days 
Newly unfurnished two floors and roof facing Amra 
Garden in Um-Utheinah. Each floor 312 sq.m. 4 
bedrooms, three bathrooms and spacious salons, 
dining & kitchen. 

Interested, please contact owner tel. 820225, 
827772 between 8:30-12:30 & 4:30-6:30 


GQETHE-INSTITUT AMMAN 


German Language Courses 

Registration: Sat. to Mon. 31/S - 2/9 

from 9-12 a.m. and 4-6 p.m. 

Course duration 8 weeks 3/9/1991 until 27/10/1991 

4 times weekly 90 minutes - Saturday, Sunday, Tuesday. 
Wednesday 
Course fees: JD 30, 

For further information please call: 641993 
Saturday through Wednesday from 9 am. - 12 noon and 4 - 6 

p.m. 


Announcement For Prequalsflcation jf^ 
King Abdullah Teaching Hospital 

Jordan University of Science & Technology has the 
pleasure in inviting local consultants and international 
consultants in joint-venture with local consultants to 
prequalify for the consulting and supervision of the 
construction of the King Abdullah Teaching Hospital 
Project. 

Applications for prequalification are obtained from: 

Secretary, 

Central Tendering Committee, 

Jordan University of Science & Technology, 

Irbid, Jordan. 

The documents should be submitted to:. 

Chairman, 

Central Tendering Committee, 

Jordan University of Science & Technology, 

Irbid, Jordan 

at or before 12 noon of October 21st, 1991. 

For any inquiries, please contact: 

The Director, 

Department of Engineering Projects, 

Jordan University of Science & Technology, 
Telephone: 295111 Ext: 2953 
Telex: 55545 JUST JO, Fax.: 295123 
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Heavy casualties reported 
in new flare-up in Croatia 


BELGRADE (R) - Heavy 
were repented Friday in 
in renewed clashes which 
shattered a brief lull following 
sew diplomatic efforts to end the 

bloodshed. 

Serbian fighters said they killed 
25 Croatian National Guards in 
Topusko, a town dose to the 
republic’s border with Serbia, 
late Thursday, the Yugoslav 
News Agency (Tan jug) said. 

Croatian television said the. 
breakaway republic's forces re- 
pelled attacks on Topusko and 
°ther villages. 

Local radio said two women 
were killed in an overnight tanir 
and mortar attack by Serbian 
guerrillas and the federal army on 
Croatian villages south of the 
republic’s capital Zagreb. 

One guardsman was wounded 
in shooting around the strategic 
east Croatian town of Osijek, 
where an industrial zone came 
under machinegun fire and army 
mortar attacks, the radio said. 

The Tanjng report said seven 
Croatian guardsmen were taken 
prisoner, four Serbs wounded 


and five missing at Topusko. 

Casualty figures given by the 
warring sides vary widely and the 
latest reports could not be inde- 
pendently confirmed. 

The important town of Vnko- 
var near Osijek remained be- 
sieged by Serbian guerrillas and 
army units for the sixth day and a 
military build-up continued. 

The flare-up ended a short 
Tespite in Croatia ami d fresh 
European diplomatic gestures 
and Yugoslav political initiatives 
to resolve the Serb-Croat con- 
flict, which has claimed more 
than 300 lives since the republic 
declared independence along 
with Slovenia on June 25. 

The European Community 
(EC), die Conference on Security 
and Cooperation in Europe 
(CSCE) and Yugoslavia’s ineffec- 
tual collective presidency had all 
announced meetings for neat 
week to bring the struggle bade to 
the negotiating table. 

The United States called on all 
sides Thursday night to imple- 
ment an immediate, uncondition- 
al ceasefire in Croatia and 


cooperate with an EC plan to 
broker an end to the conflid. 

The EC launched a new initia- 
tive for a peace conference earlier 
in die week and French President 
Francois Mitterrand has medi- 
ated by bolding separate talks in 
Paris with Croatia’s President 
Franjo Tudjman and Serbia’s Slo- 
bodan Milosevic. 

Serbs say they are fighting to 
keep Serb-populated areas of 
Croatia inside Yugoslavia, while 
Croatia accuses them of seizing 
territory to enlarge neighbouring 
Serbia. 

Croatia, Slovenia, Macedonia 
and Bosma-Herzegovina all wel- 
comed tiie EC peace plan, while 
Serbia and its ally Montenegro 
have still to respond. 

Mr.Milosevic said after the 
Paris talks with Mr. Mitterrand 
the onus was on Croatia to en- 
force a ceasefire. 

“The Serbs cannot be de- 
scribed as aggressors if they fight 
at tiie doors of their houses and 
entrances to their villages,” he 
said. 

The Croatian head of the eight- 


member federal presidency. Stipe 
Mesic, was pessimistic about the 
new crisis meetings. 1 

He said the army, which has 
been fighting on the side of Ser- 
bian guerrillas, was out of control 
and the nest presidency session 
would be the last chance to end 
the “dirty war.” 

“The presidency is the supreme 
c omman der but it is obvious that 
the army is acting autonomous- 
ly,’’ Mr. Mesic said. 

Thousands of mothers protest- 
ing against the war staged a sit-in 
at a Belgrade army base through 
the night to press demands for 
their sons’ return from the army. 

Croatian media reported a 
military build-up, with army rein- 
forcement under way inland from 
tiie seaside resort of Dubrovnik, 
naval movements near the port of 
Split and tanks moving from the 
Serbian province of Vojvodina 
toward Croatia. 

The Croatian Interior Ministry 
said guerrillas had seized a televi- 
sion relay station near Dubrovnik 
and the local population was cut 
off from Croatian broadcasts. 


New KGB chief fires top managers, 
plans to cut spying on citizens 


MOSCOW (AP) — The new 
KGB chief has fired all top KGB 
managers but one and plans to 
eliminate the secret police de- 
partments that spy on virtually all 
aspects of Soviet life. 

licking off departments, Vadim 
Bakatin told Russian television that 
“all this will be reorganised. 
We’ll have three main directo- 
rates: Intelligence, counter- 
intelligence and combating the 
most dangerous crimes.” 

That would eliminate the 
, feared secret police agency’s most 
famous functions: Using millions 
of informers to spy on its own 
citizens, bugging their homes and 
telephones and infiltrating their 
churches and news media. 

Although Mr. Bakatin did not 
specifically mention it, his state- 
ment also implied an end to the 
efforts — widely alleged bnt not 
proven — to provoke ethnic vio- 
lence and political rancor as a 
means of undermining- die non- 
Commumst opposition. 

Mr. Bakatin has fired all but 
one person on tiie KGB col- 
legium — the Committee of 
Senior Executives — in the week 
since he replaced Vladimir 
Kryuchkov, a leader of the coup 
that kept Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev captive for 
three days. Mr. Kryuchkov and 
three other KGB generals on the 
collegium have been charged with 
treason. 

Gennady Titov, head of the 
KGB’s counter-intelligence ser- 
vice, told a news conference he 


was the only one to escape cen- 
sure, “probably because I was on 
vacation” for three weeks before 
and during last week’s failed 
coup. 

Mr. Titov, a 40-year veteran 
who said he had been kicked out of 
Britain, Norway and Austria for 
spying, would not say how many 
people were on the dismissed 
KGB “collegium," which in- 
cludes all department heads. 

Mr. Titov, who as KGB chief 
in East Germany in 1990 moved 
the Stasi secret police files to 
Moscow, was named to help a 
presidential commission assigned 
by Mr. Gorbachev to investigate 
tiie KGB. It also will recommend 
reorganisation and laws to Emit 
KGB activities. 

Mr. Bakatin, who said he in- 
tends to “liquidate" the huge spy 
agency, has already slashed its 
power by transferring 230,000 
border guards plus some 20,000 
other troops; the presidential 
security derail; military counter- 
intelligency; and government 
communications and encoding, 
which cost . one-quarter of the 
KGB’s budget. 

He said he did not expect 
large-scale firings since most em- 
ployees would be transferred to 
other government agencies. 
Members of the Presidential 
Commission said the KGB has 
650,000 to 700,000 staffers. 

The new Soviet Foreign Minis- 
ter, Boris Pankin, said in a Swed- 
ish newspaper article published 
Thursday that the KGB should be 
dissolved after its involvement in 


the coup. He said the plotters’ 
assu mp tion that they could suc- 
ceed showed they were “humi- 
liatingly misinformed” about 
reality both inside and outside the 
country. 

When asked in the Supreme 
Soviet legislature Thursday if he 
would halt bugging of parlia- 
mentarians, Mr. Bakatin said he 
had made an “unorthodox" 
appointment of the KGB’s first 
female general to head the de- 
partment in charge of eavesdrop- 
ping and told her to end all illegal 
activity. 

Mr. Bakatin is moving swiftly 
to break the KGB's power, but 
be admitted in the television in- 
terview that tiie task is enormous. 
Asked if a long-rumoured net- 
work of tmmeh and cells really 
exists beneath the KGB complex 
in downtown Moscow, Mr. Baka- 
tin replied, “I don’t even know 
what’s behind, there, " ges t uring at 
the wafl behind Ms new desk. 

The legislature, after approv- 
ing Mr. Bakatin's appointment, 
named its own co mmi ttee to plan 
reorganisation of the entire secur- 
ity a ppar a t us: The KGB, the 
Defence Ministry and tiie Interior 
Ministry, which handles police 
and has its own troops, mdudmg 
the notorious “black berets” 
blamed for violence in the Bal- 
tics. 

Bakatin said the only crimm! 
cases handled by the KGB should 
be corruption, terrorism, major 
finandal crimes, high treason mid 
inciting inter-ethnic violence. 


Ukraine moves to create army, currency 


KIEV, USSR (AP) — The 
Ukraine moved to create its own 
army and currency Thursday af- 
ter signing an agreement with 
Russia for a temporary economic 
and militar y alliance . 

Emphasising the rapid collapse 
of the Soviet Union, the agree- 
ment by the two richest and most 
industrialised Soviet republics re- 1 
f erred to the “former USSR.” 

“It is the most important event 
in the 1,000-year history between 
the Ukraine and Russia,” said 
Yuri Sbcberbak, a Ukr ainian wri- 
ter and deputy of the federal 
Supreme Soviet legislature that' is 
meeting in Moscow. 

In a meeting with reporters, 
Ukrainian President Leonid 
Kravchuk said he was trying to 
call a summit of the heads of all 
15 Soviet republics — without the 
participation of Soviet President 
Mikhail Gorbachev — to discuss 
creation of an economic onion. 

Presidents Boris Yeltsin of 


Russia and Nursultan Nazar- 
bayev of Kazakhstan had been 
invited, and Mr. Kravchuk said 
the Kazakh president had already 
accepted. No date was set. 

Many of the Soviet republics 
are seeking independence and do 
not want Gorbachev or the 
Kremlin to play a role in any 
talks. 

Mr. Kravchuk met for two 
hours Thursday with comman- 
ders of the 13 million Soviet 
soldiers and sailors stationed in 
the Ukraine, the second-most 
populous republic. 

“This is an initial step toward 
establishing our own 
Ministry of Defence, but tiie pro- 
cess could take weeks or 
months,” said Mr. Kravchuck’s 
spokesman, Adam Voitovich. 

Mr. Voitovich said Mr. Krav- 
chuk sought advice from the 
dozen military commanders ab- 
out how to set up a ministry and 
who should ran it. Lawmakers 
said some of the Soviet military 


men might be enticed to join the 
Ukrainian force as well. 

“Only when the Soviet army is 
broken up, will we be able to say 
the empire has died,” said law- 
maker Stepan Khmara, who was 
released from prison last week by 
a print of parliament. He had^ 
been accused of beating a poEce^ 
man, but independence activists 
said be was a political prisoner. 

The Ukraine also began nego- 
tiating until {Hinting companies in 
Cana d a, G erm any and Switzer- 
land to print a currency that 
would replace the Soviet ruble, 
said Les Taniuk, a member of the 
preadhun, or executive council, 
of the Ukrainian parliament. 

Mr. Tamuk predicted that it 
would take at least four months 
to introduce the bids.. 

Meanwhile, the Russian de- 
legation that came to Kiev to saga 
the agrement on tiie alliance reaf- 
firmed a November 1990 agree- 
ment between the .repotiEci to 
respect each other’s borders. 


New York motorman admits drinking 
and falling asleep at train controls 


NEW YORK (AP) — The oper- 
ator of a speeding subway train 
said be had been drinking and 
was felling asleep at the controls 
just before the train derailed, 
killing five people, according to 


court documents released Thurs- 
day. 

Robert Ray, 38, had a blood- 
alcohol level of 0.21 per cent, 
twice the legal Emit, according to 
tests taken about 13 hours after 


Information Circular 


The Lutheran Evangelical Church Council (the executive 
committee) decided in its session No. 18/8 held on 18 
June to refer the priest Nu’man Samir — head of the Good 
Shepherd (Ai Rai’e A1 Saleh) Lutheran Evangelical 
Church, located in Umm AI Summaq in Amman, an 
affiliate of the Lutheran Evangelical Church in Jordan, to 
pension as of Oct 1, 1991. 

BishoD Naim Nassar 
Head of the Church Council and^SeEvwiwllcal 

Church in Jordan 


tiie accide n t. Tests showed no, 
trace of drugs, police said. 

Police had reported earlier that 
a vial with traces of cocaine was 
found in the motonnan’s cab. 

Ray was arraigned on five 
counts of second-degree man- 
slaughter and was ordered held 
without bail. 

The Transport Union repre- 
senting him announced it wiD 
agree to random drug and alcohol 
testing in an effort of restore 
confidence among riders after the 
worst accident in 63 years in the 
nation’s largest subray system. 

The National Transportation 
Safety Board completed its on- 
site investigation 'Thursday but* 
will not issue a fish] report for at 
least seven months, said Ken 
Lopatkiewicz. 


Pravda to 

resume 

publication 

today 

MOSCOW (Agencies) — The 
Soviet Union’s best-known news- 
paper, Pravda, will resume pub- 
lishing Saturday, but as an inde- 
pendent publication rather than 
tiie mouthpiece of the Commun- 
ist Party, the Soviet News Agency 
(TASS) reported. 

The newsp ap er was suspended 
by Russian President Bom Yelt- 
sin and has not a p pe are d since 
Aug. 23. Mr. Yetstin accused 
Pravda for backing an attempted 
coup by hardEne Co m m un ists 
against Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Pravda, which means Truth in 
Ru&an, was founded by Lenin in 
1912 and has been the standard 


bearer of his political movement 
ever rinoe. 

Pravda journalists decided ear- 
fier tins week that since the Com- 
munist Party’s Central Commit- 
tee had virtually ceased to exist, 
they would rewrite their charter 
to make themselves masters of 
the paper. 

The journalists accused Rus- 
sian officials of exacting political 
revenge against the paper. They 
said they would keep Pravda’s 
name, for reasons of tradition 
and because a name change 
would likely cut drcnlatkm. 

Gennady Seleznev, the pre- 
vious first deputy chief editor, 
was chosen the hew editor, TASS 
said. 


Polish 

government 

resigns 

WARSAW (R) — Polish Prime 
Minister Jan Krzyzstof Bieledd 
stunned parliament Friday by 
announcing the resignation of his 
eight-month-old Solidarity gov- 
ernment 

In a brief, sombre speech he 
said the government was na lon- 
ger receiving cooperation from 
the Sejm (lower house) which is 
dominated by ex-Commnnists 
and their former allies. ' 

Mr. Bidecki indicated that a 
motion presented by ex- 
Communist deputies for the- gov- 
ernment’s dismissal Thursday was 
the last straw. 

The motion was tabled during a 
heated debate on the govern- 
ment’s proposal to review the 
budget and slash public spending 
because of the deep recession 
that has struck Poland, reducing 
government income. 

Most deputies expressed out- 
rage at tire proposed cuts which 
appeared to have little chance of 
approval. 

“Yestenday’s debate in parEa- 
ment proved that the possibility 
of effective cooperation between 
the government and parliament 
under the hitherto existing condi- 
tions has been worn out,” Mr. 
Bieledd toid the Sejm. 

He said the ex-Commumsts' 
proposal for his government to 
stay on after its dismissal until 
Poland's first felly-free postwar 
parliamentary elections are held 
in October was an unworkable 
“surrealistic game.” 

“I do not agree to be the object 
of a surrealistic game and become 
a figurehead for several months 
because tins will lead the state 
into chaos and anarchy,” be said. 

“For this reason, respec tin g the 
rules of democracy, and feeling 
responsibility for the fete of the 
state, I present die resignation of 
the council of ministers which I 
have had the honour to lead.” 

The announcement left the 
460-member Sejm in shocked si- 
lence. 

It was not immediately dear if 
it would accept or reject tiie 
resignation. 



Jut Krzyzstof Bfefecla 

Mr. Bidecki made it dear he 
had no intention of staying on in a 
caretaker capacity and parlia- 
ment would have to. find a new 
ad min ist rat ion to role until after etec- 
tions scheduled for Oct. 27. 

Mr. Bielecki’s government 
took office on Jan. 12. It was the 
second Solidarity administration 
after the o verthr o w of communist 
rule in Poland in 1989. 

A soft-spoken, little-known 
Solidarity activist, bus i nessman- 
and free-market economist, his 
appointment by President Lech 
Walesa to succeed outgoing 
Cathofic P rime Minister Tadeusz 
Mazowiecki surprised political 
circles. 

Both he and Mr. Walesa have 
repeatedly complained in recent 
months of lack of cooperation by 
the Sejm, accusing it of delaying 
dozens of economic and political 
reform bills. 

This week the Sejm delayed 
confirming the dismissal of the 
president of foe National Bank of 
Poland, who has been suspended 
in a major banking scandal, and 
that of the industry minister, 
whom Mr. Bieledd forced to 
resign. 

Mr. Walesa, who has frequent- 
ly called for early dissolution of 
parliament, watched from the 
gallery as Mr. Bieledd launched a 
stinging onslaught agains t the 
Sejm, saying it should have been 
dismissed months ago. 

Ey- Tnnimnni at amt their allies 

m ak e up two-thirds of the house, 
holding reserved seats under an 
outdated political agreement with 
Solidarity that smoothed Poland’s 
early transition from Communist 
rule. 


Lukyanov arrested 


MOSCOW (R) — Soviet speaker 
Ana toly Lukyanov, facing 
treason charges for hb alleged 
part in last week’s failed hardline 
coup, has been arrested and bis 
office searched, Soviet News 
Agency (TASS) said Friday. 

Citing Russian Prosecutor 
Valentin Stepankov, who is now 
leading the coup investigation, 
TASS said Lukyanov was 
arrested Thursday evening, hours 
after parliament ' "‘sd his immun- 
ity- 

FOs arrest was reported earlier 
by the independent Interfax 
News Agency. 


Parliamentarians voted over- 
whelmingly to lift the powerful 
speaker’s immunity after the 
Soviet prosecutor said there was 
enough evidence to arrest him for his 
role in the bungled putsch. 

The decision, approved with- 
out debate, removed Mr. 
Lukyanov, the number three in 
the Soviet hierarchy, and ex- 
tended the investigation into the 
coup deeper into die circle sur- 
rounding Mr. Gorbachev. 

Mr. Lukyanov, who has denied 
any involvement in the takeover 
bid, feces a possible death sent- 
ence if convicted. 


Sri Lanka 
president 
suspends 
parliament 


COLOMBO (R) — Sri Lankan 
President Ranasinghe Premadasa 
suspended parliament 'for a 
month Friday after two ministers 
said they were resigning and 
backing an impeachment motion 
against him. 

Tiie presidential suspension 
comes into effect from midnight, 
a statement from the president's 
office said. 

“The next session of the second 
parliament will meet at 10:30 
a.m. on Sept. 24,” it said. 

Political analysts said Mr. Pre- 
madasa’s move effectively pre- 
vents early debate on the im- 
peachment motion, said to have 
been signed by 120 opposition 
and government parliamentarians. 

The petition, citing 24 charges 
of abuse of power, corruption 
and illegal family deals, was sub- 
mitted to tiie speaker of parlia- 
ment Haniffa Mohammad Tues- 
day. 

Education Minister Lalith 
Atbulathmudafi told reporters 
that he was associating himself 
with the impeachment motion. 

“I have sent a letter to the 
president offering to resign from 
tiie cabinet,” he said. 

Labour Minister G.M. Pre- 
machandra said he would submit 
his resignation Friday. 

The two ministers were the first 
parfiameorarians to publicly sup- 
port the petition. 

Mr. Atimlathmudali, a senior 
cabinet minister and ruling Un- 
ited National Party member, said 
he had been increasingly troubled 
by problems that bad amen due 
to a powerful presidency along- 
side a weakened parliament. 

“I believe it is necessary now to 
move forward together to in- 
crease the powers of parliament 
and have a fully-fledged demo- 
cracy in Sri Lanka,” he said. 

Many parliamentarians were 
concerned at foe retention of 
power by the presidency and tiie 
erosion of parliament’s power, 
Mr. AtbulathmudaE said. 

“I have absolutely no doubt 
that a two-thirds majority will be 
reached when the motion is de- 
bated in pajti ament.” 

Under the constitution, the 
petition most be passed by »e 
two-thirds majority and then sulj- 
mitted to tiie Supreme Court for 
an inquiry. 

If the court agrees with -tiie 
charges, the petition goes back to 
parliament for another vote. 

The ruling United National 
Party controls 125 of tiie 225 
parliamentary seats. 

Mr. Premachandra said he was 
among more than 40 members of 
parliament to sign the petition. 

“Our party had great democra- 
tic traditions by those have been 
lost in the past few years," be 
said. 



Man cuts off 
wife’s ear after 
row over food 

NAIROBI (R) — Kenyan 
bates jailed a man for teyen 
months for cutting off his wife.s 
ear after she said, at 11 
she had not prepared lunch. 
court in the port city of Mombasa 
also sentenced Mwero Shakon/a 
to two strokes of the cane for 
brutality, the daily Nation news- 
paper reported Friday. - 

Blondie looking 
for work 

NEW YORK (R) — Blondie, the 

cartoon housewife who started 
out 60 years ago as a gold-digger, 
married Dagwood Bumstead, die 
son of a millionaire, and became 
one of tire best-known characters 
in U.S. popular culture, is look- 
ing for work. King Features, 
which distributes the comic seven 
days a week to over 2,000 news- 
papers in 55 languages said that 
the strip appearing next Monday 
would showcase the perennial 
housewife’s move out of the 
kitchen and into the job market- ■ 
Blondie,” one of the most 
widely-distributed comic stripsin 
tiie world, was the baas for a 
series of 28 popular feature film r 
made between 1938 and 1950. 


* 


Lennon mementoes, 
Elvis love letter 
auctioned v 

LONDON (R) — Mementoes 
belonging to foe late John Len- 
non, including a love letter to 
ex-wife Cynthia and a piece of., 
toast part-eaten by. fellow Beatle^J 
George Harrison; ’ fetched’- 
£56,000 ($94,800) at auction. The 
most expensive item in the sale at 
Christie’s was a Christmas card 
sent by Lennon to his first wife in 
which he says: “Dear Cyn. I love 
you ... I love you Eke guitars,” an 
anonymous Japanese buyer paid 
£8,800 ($14,900) for it. It was 
among a collection of items put 
up for auction by Cynthia Len- 
non, she said she was selling the 
memorabilia but keeping the 
memories. The material included 
a coiner of toast labelled “pieqe 
of Geoige’s breakfast 2-8-63” and 
a twig labelled “piece of hedge 
out of Paul (McCartney’s) gair 
den.” Earlier, a love letter writ- 
ten by die late Elvis Presley when 
he was 18 to Hollywood starlet 
LAnita Wood sold for £4,400 
($7,450). 

Nolle Isas curbed 
a few old habits 


Blacks and Jews — uneasy neighbours in New York 


NEW YORK (AP) — When 
blacks in Brooklyn rioted, burned 
an Israeli flag and shouted “kill 
the Jews” during a week of pro- 
tests, their orthodox Jewish 
neighbours blamed the violence 
racial hatred. 

But blacks see the conflict dif-. 
ferentiy. They say Jews get pre- 
ferential treatment from police 
and city agencies, weild more 
political power even though they 
are a minority and Eve a segre- 
gated lifestyle so they don’t have 
to interact with their black neigh- 
bours. 

The protests began last week 
after a blade child playing on a 
sidewalk in the Crown Heights 
section was struck by a car and 
leiDed. A preliminary police in- 
vestigation fraud the driver, an 
ultra-orthodox Jew, ran a red 
light- but no charges have been 
filed. 

Blacks, furious that the driver 
was not arrested, began rioting. 
An orthodox Jew Who was not 
involved in the accident was stab- 
bed to death. Police and journal- 
ists covering the unrest were in- 
jured. Dozens of protesters were 
arrested. Mayor David P ink™ 
was chased out of the neighbour- 
hood by angry crowds throwing 
rocks and bottles. 

To Jews living in the area — 
most of them members of the 
insular Lubavitcfaer Hasidic sect 
— the black community’s re- 
sponse was an anti-semitic reac- 
tion to a tragic accident. 

“When we were children, pog- 
roms were words in history, 
books,” said Rabbi Shmuei But- 
man, referring to the rampages 
against Jews in Eastern Europe in 
the last century. “Unfortunately, 
we in this neighbourhood have 
seen blood tibel with our very 
own eyes.” * 

Blades have a different view.- 

“The real issue here is the 
preferential treatment for the 
Hasidim,” said Ernie Foster, 
chairman of the African People’s 
Political dub. “These people are 
being catered to.” . . 



A New York 

other in foe Crown Bights 

For example, blacks note that 
an unmarked police car escorts 
tiie Lubavitcfaers’ spiritual leader, 
the Rebbe Menacbera Sdmeer- 
son, on a weekly visit to his wife's 
grave. The car that killed the 
black child was part of that week- 
ly entourage. 

There’s no denying that the 
Lubavitcbeis live apart from their 
black neighbours. Because of 
their strict religious observances, 
they have kosher food stores, 
.arranged marriages, even special 
dotinng — long blade coals and 
hats for the men, long skirts and 
wigs for women. 

I The Lubavitcfaers also have 
their own parochial schools, pri- 
vate ambulances and a private 
security force. 

The Hasidim say they are sup- 
plementing city services that are 
inadequate in poor, crime-ridden 
areas Eke Crown Heights. 

Blacks say the Jewish security 
patrols harass law-abiding blacks 


ig at each during the 
of Brooklyn between police 

and that the private ambulances 
only treat Hasidim, a c cu sat ions 
that tiie Jews deny. 

The Rev. AI Sharpton, a black 
activist, calls the Lubavitchere’ 
separate world nothing less than 
apartheid. 

“People will tell you it’s an 
accident,” Rev. Sharpton told 
mourners at tiie funeral of the 
black child. “It is an accident for 
one group of people to be treated 
better than another? Is it an 
accident that you allow a minority 
of people to perpetrate their will 
on a majority?" 

The Lubavitcfaers respond 
angrily to such talk. 

“Look at what the Jewish com- 
munity has built — family values, 
good schools, commercial enter- 
prises. Don’t say that because I 
made it and you didn’t make it, 
you’re going to destroy it,” said 
Lubavitcfaer spokesman Yehuda 
Ktinsky. 

Hasidim make qp about 20 per 


cent of the area’s 100,000 resi- 
dents. Yet, blacks claim, the 
Lubavitcfaers get more political 
influence than die majority blade 
* population. 

Indeed, when blacks began' 
movfoginto the area in foe 1970$, 
election fines were redrawn to 
concentrate the Jewish vote. 

The Rev. Herbert Daughtry, a 
longtime dvfl righs activist, said, 
“we warned they were sowing the 
seeds of discord. Our pleas fell on 
deaf ears.” 

Black community leaders also 
say that if tiie Lubavitcfaers really 
want peace now, their grand rab- 
bi would get personally involved. 

But Lnbavitcbera insist it is not 
the 88-year-old Schneerson’s role 
to meet with committees on secu- 
lar problems. Instead, Ik is a 
revered spiritual leader whose 
only involvement so fer has been 
to bless Mayor Dinkins — who is 
black — during a symbolic five- 
mmute visit. . 


NEW YORK (AP) — At 50, 
actor Nick Nolte says he’s curbed 
a few old habits. “I am perfectly 
capable of enjoying a human 
being without sleeping with 
them,” he said in the September 
issue of Connoisseur. “Of course, 
I have slept with some leading 
ladies, but the necessity is pretty 
much out of my system,” he said. 
Nolte said he doesn’t drink as 
much, either. “I got over 40 and 
couldn’t do that anymore,” he 
said. Nolte stars in Barbara 
Streisand’s upcoming Prince Of 
Tides and Martin Scorsese’s Cape 
Fear. 

San Francisco 
loses symbol of 
topless dance era 

SAN FRANCISCO (R) — A 
40-foot-high (12-metre) street 
sign of dancer Carol Doda, who 
started the topless entertainment 
boom, is being taken down in San 
Francisco’s North Beach in 'a 
clear signal that the craze has 
waned. Walter Pastore, owner of 
the Condor Nightclub, said he 
was remode [ling the spot where 
Doda first performed on June 19=, 
1964, in nothing more than -a' 
bathing suit bottom. North Beach 
once had 28 topless dubs but now 
has four. The sign, a victim of the 
remodeling, had nipples which 
once winked on and off. Critics 
had always called foe sign gaudy 
and even embarrassing in this 
popidar tourist dty. “There’s a 
lot of history here —for better or 
worse," said Mr. Pastore. “We’re 
kind of moving the lady inside oat 
rf the ram," said Mr. Pastore. 
“We nay get tm (the nipple,) 
blinking once in a while. We’ll 
hook it up to the disco equ in. 
meat." Mr. Pastore said be was 
ripening foe business as a bistro 
with dance floor and museum antf 
gl p ut on display foe origin^ 
Doda costume and the pianbon 

7“*® danced - He aETpuS 

to dsplay a copy of a U.S. Sum! 

Comt decision that dedareji 
topless dancing a form of exm&f 
ion protected by foe consthS' 
A bikmi was painted onto foe 
giant Ificeness of Doda in th! 
1970s- The last topless C 2* 
^ at the Condor on 






